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THE LiST of AbbrEviATionS 
uSEd in THE rEporT

AF — Air Force;
ATO — antiterrorist operation;
CC — Criminal Code of Ukraine;
CCYC — Center for Children and Youth Creativity;
CEC — The Central Election Commission;
CIOP — check-in/out point;
CNSD — Council of National Security and Defense of Ukraine;
CYSS — children’s and youth sports school;
DDIA — District Department of Internal Affairs;
ECHR — European Court of Human Rights;
GS — gas station;
HLC — humanitarian and logistics center;
HR — human rights;
HS — high school;
IAF — illegal armed formations;
IC RF — Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation;
JCCC — The Joint Center for Coordination and Control of the Ceasefire;
KhPG — Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group;
LD — line of demarcation;
MD — Ministry of Defence of Ukraine;
MIA — Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine;
MM — mass media;
NP — National Police of Ukraine;
OSCE — Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe;



RB — roadblock;
RCMA — regional civil-military administration;
RPN — regional power networks;
RR — railroad;
RSA — regional state administration;
RSVF — rocket system of volley fire;
S.c. “DPR” — so-called Donetsk People’s Republic;
S.c. “LPR” — so-called Luhansk People’s Republic;
SDC — Strategic Defense Center;
SE — state enterprise;
SMS — State Migration Service;
SRG — subversive and reconnaissance group;
SS — service station;
SSCU — The Supreme Specialized Court of Ukraine;
SSU — Security Service of Ukraine;
TDP — temporarily displaced persons;
TOMLD — Temporary order of movement through the line of demarcation;
UAF — Ukrainian Armed Forces;
VR — The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine.
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SummaRy

Since July 2014 an active armed conflict started in the territory of the 
Popasna raion of Luhansk region between the militants of illegal armed for-
mations and Ukrainian military units. During 2014 fighting in the Popasna 
raion had a very severe manner — daily artillery and mortar shelling, actions 
of the subversive grouips etc.

Within the project “Action to ensure respect for human rights In the zone 
of armed conflict and in its border areas in Donbas, Ukraine” of the human 
rights Coalition “Justice for Peace in Donbas”supported by US State Depart-
ment, the KhPG monitoring groups have carried out five visits in populated 
areas of the Popasna sector to collect the information about different viola-
tions of human rights.

In the course of their work the monitoring groups established the viola-
tions of human rights and gave legal consultations with consequent follow-up 
to most of the cases in the courts on the facts of torture of the hostages, 
murder of the civilians and injuries during shelling, as well as the destruction 
of the civilians’ property in the course of hostilities, and other human rights 
violations.

According to the data collected by the monitors between May 2014 and 
the end of 2017, 76 residents died and 98 residents were injured in the popu-
lated areas of the Popasna Raion (the data continue to be specified).

It was revealed sn the process of the monitoring that as of mid-2017 
the law-enforcement agencies were not informing the civilians who were the 
victims of shelling about the course of investigation of those events that are 
classified as acts of terrorism under the CC of Ukraine, or about the existence 
of any investigation of those events at all.

Some of the victims of the shelling were not able to receive any compen-
sation whatsoever from the authorities and local self-government. The houses 
that were damaged during artillery shelling were only partially repaired (mostly 
in Popasna town). Some residents rebuild their homes only with the help of 
volunteers, foreign charitable organizations and on their own.



The monitors have documented the cases of complete inaction by MIA, 
NP and prosecutor’s office structures in the investigation of the destructions 
of houses caused by shelling, the disappearances of people and the cases of 
injuries caused by shelling, detonations of the tripwires and other accidents.

“Zolote” checkpoint operates in the Popasna Raion that does not per-
form admission procedures, exercising control over the entry and departure of 
citizens to the populated areas of mines “Rodina” and “Caterynivka” situated 
in the “grey area”.

The report contains the recommendations to the State authorities on 
how to improve the situation with human rights in the populated areas of the 
Popasna Raion that are situated along the demarcation line.
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Part 1 
GEoGrApHY of moniTorinG

The Popasna Raion is situated in the western part of Luhansk region on 
the administrative border with Donetsk region. In the northern part the district 
borders with the towns of Lisichansk, Rubezhnoye and Severodonetsk, in the 
western part — with Bakhmutsky (former Artemovsky) district. From the south 
the Popasna Raion borders with the lands of occupied Debaltsevo. To the west 
across the demarcation line are the occupied towns of Pervomassk, Bryanka, 
Almazna and Stakhaniv.

When determining the area under study it included the populated areas 
with the ongoing hostilities on their territories, as well as territories that are 
currently adjacent to the zones of combat operations and are in the range of 
destruction by various weapons.

As of May 2014 the entire territory of the Popasna Raion was under cont-
rol of illegal armed formations of the so-called “LPR”.

As of 1 December 2017 the demarcation line for the control of territories 
passes through the next line:

From the crossroads of route R66 “Lisichansk-Luhansk” near Donetskiy 
town to the south-west up to the railway line, then along the railroad up to the 
territory of “Rodina” mine, then to the south, up to the railroad station “Mary-
ivka”, then along the railway line Pervomaisk-Popasna up to the crossroads of 
route Т-05-04 (Bakhmut-Mikhaylivka) with a bypass road around Pervomaisk, 
then exactly to the south up to the town of Veselogorivka, then to the south-
west, to the north of Sanjarivka village up to route М-03 (Kharkiv-Rostov).

The part of the Popasna Raion controlled by the Ukrainian government 
includes all settlements of the district except for the villages of Kalinove, Ka-
linove-Borschewate, Molodizhne, Golubovske, Berezovske, microdistrict “5” of 
Zolotoe town, as well as the populated areas of Chornukhino village counsil — 
Chornukhino, Kruglyk, Mius, that were in the Perevalsk Raion of Luhansk region.

On 7 October 2014 Verkhovna Rada by its ruling no. 1693-18 changed 
the composition of the Popasna Raion, including, along with the populated 
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areas of Chornukhino village counsil, the towns of Girske and Zolote, the vil-
lages of Nizhne and Toshkivka, formerly included in the Pervomaisk town 
cousil, and Novotoshkivka, formerly included in Kirov city counsil.

Blue line marks the control over the territories as of August 2017

On 11 February 2015 the territory of the district was expanded due to the 
transfer of the village Zhelobok of the Slavyanoserbsk district into its structure 
(under the control of “LPR”).
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Thus, we attributed to the Popasna sector the following settlements that 
in 2014 were in the zone of control of the IAF of the s.c. “LPR”, or in the terri-
tory of which the hostilities are taking place at the moment:

Settlement founded Area, km2
Population 

(as of 2001)
Population 

(as of 2015)

Katerinivka village 1900 1,789 484

Verkhnekamenka village 2,937 205

Zolotarivka village 1900 3,643 631

Shipilivka village 1754 1,808 746

Belogorivka uts 3,26 1192

Volcheyarivka uts 1783 4,03 1293

nikolaivka settlement 1900 4,906 403

novoivanivka village 1900 5,286 807

Vrubivka uts 1948 3,03 1161

Orekhovo village 1800 2 621

novoolexandrivka village 1900 2,471 124 62

Glinokaryer settlement 1932 0,085 9

Druzhba settlement 1970 0,284 233

Nyrkovo settlement 1910 0,559 362

Vyskriva settement 1906 0,51 12

Viktorovka village 1920 0,77 185

Olexandropillya village 1932 0,57 359

Komyshuvakha uts 1910 4,88 2868

Popasna 1878 28,79 25 842 21 595

Lisichansky settlement 1700 1,156 714

Topolivka village 1935 0,26 92

Maloryazantsevo uts 7,59 983 838



Settlement founded Area, km2
Population 

(as of 2001)
Population 

(as of 2015)

Loskutivka settlement 1890 2,512 855

Pidlesne settlement 1934 1,23 491

Bila Gora village 1870 0,663 290

Ray-Olexandrivka village 1906 0,54 76

ustinivka village 1880 0,102 121

Mirna Dolina uts 1773 1,26 480

novozvanivka village 1890 1,825 168

Troitske village 1753 17,989 1415

Nizhniy settlement 1754 6,05 3268

Toshkivka uts 1871 10,61 5108

novotoshkivske uts 1813 1972 2722

Girske town 1898 14,44 11580 9970

Zolote town 1903 24,91 17816 14 261

Berezivske village 1760 3,241 963

molodizhne village 1974 0,736 367

Golubovskiy settlement 1764 4,59 1901

Kalinove uts 1720 26,33 3180

Kalinove-Borschevate vil-
lage

1900 1,496 218

Zhelobok village 1867 0,15 163

Six last settlements are under control of the so called “LPR”
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Part 2 
CHronoLoGY of THE EvEnTS

On 1 March 2014 Popasna as well as other towns of Donbass had a rally 
of the “Russian spring” supporters.

During March and April 2014 the “Russian spring” supporters held several 
small rallies in which they supported the actions of the leaders of the “Rus-
sian spring”, condemned the actions of the Ukrainian authorities, informed 
those present on rallies about the events in other cities. Those rallies didn’t 
get a serious support from the residents of Popasna. Neither the supporeters 
of the “Russian spring” nor the law-enforcement agencies of Popasna carried 
out any serious actions.

“Russian Spring” rally in Popasna

By the early June 2014 the control over the territories in the Luhansk 
region was much further to the north of Popasna — along an imaginary line 
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from Novoaydar to Severodonetsk, around Rubezhny, along the northern part 
of the forests to Krasny Liman and Slavyansk. Popasna was situated deep 
within the territory controlled by IAF of the s.c. “LPR”, therefore there were no 
hostilities on the territory of the district until the mid-July and there were no 
military units.

In the early July UAF and MIA began an offensive operation to liberate the 
cities that were under control of IAF of the “republics”. As a result of the re-
treat the IAF of the s.c. “DPR” have moved from Slavyansk, Kramatorsk, Liman, 
Seversk and Bakhmut, spreading out along the line Gorlivka — Klinove — Popas-
na — Vrubivka — Zolotarivka — Belogorivka — riverbed of S. Donets — Rubezhne.

On 11 July there were hostilities near the village of Zolotarivka. On the 
same day the railroad bridge was blown up.

Blown up bridge in Zolotarivka

Since the mid-July the combat began on the territories of Popasna Raion. 
On 22 July Popasna was liberated at the same time as the towns of Rubezhne, 
Severodonetsk, Lisichansk (fully — on 24.07.14). The offensive was carried out 
from Seversk and Bakhmut, as well as from Kreminna.

On 20 July the combat was going on near the village of Bila Gora.
in the late July — early August IAF of the so called “republics” retreated 

to the defensive lines alongthe line of Gorlivka — Debaltsevo — Almaznaya — 
Kalinove — Pervomaisk — Kirovsk — Sentyanivka — Zimogorye — Beloye.
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On 4 August IAF of the so called “LPR” led a counterattack on Popasna. 
UAF kept the control over the town. On 12 August UAF took the village of Ko-
myshuvakha. On 13 August UAF established control over the towns of Girske 
and Zolote.

On 24 August IAF of the s.c. “LPR” attempted a counterattack on Girske.
After the offensive operation in July and August of 2014, in September, 

after signing of the minsk Protocol all ukrainian armed units received the or-
ders to move beyond the line negotiated in Minsk, leaving the territory and the 
settlements that were taken under control in summer 2014.

However, the control over the settlements of the Popasna Raion changed 
in the autumn of 2014. Thus, on 28 September UAF moved from Toshkivka 
and Nizhne, and only on 17 October UAF again took Toshkivka and Nizhne 
under control.

On 3 October RSVF “Grad” shelled Mirna Dolina.
On 7 October railroad was blown up in Sentyanivka.
On 18 October a powerful artillery shelling of Toshkivka and Nizhne was 

carried out, and on 2 November Girske and Zolote were shelled.
On 22 January 2015 IAF of the s.c. “LPR” attempt an offensive on Troitske, 

and as a result they take the village under partial control.
On 27 January Novotoshkivka settlement was taken under control by IAF 

of the so-called “LPR”. Shelling of Toshkivka and Nizhne is going on.
On 29 January Troitske returned under the control of UAF.

A private house in Popasna destroyed by shelling



On 2 February IAF of the so-called “LPR” left Novotoshkivka.
After the closure of the Debaltsevo posket in February 2015 till present 

day the line of demarcation of territories in Popasna Raion hasn’t changed.
As of December 2017 the line of demarcation between UAF and IAF of the 

s.c. “LPR” goes from the border with RF in Stanichno-Luhansky district along 
the riverbed of Severskiy Donets up to the village of Sokolniki, then on the 
shore to the route R-66, along the route to Zhelobok village, then to the south 
along the railway line Sentyanivka-Svetlanove to Orekhovo station, then to the 
south up to the railroad line Pervomaisk-Popasna to Maryivka station, along 
that line to Molodizhne village, then strictly to the south between the villages 
of Novoolexandrivka and Kalinove-Borschevate, Troitske and Kalinove up to 
the village of Veselogorivka of Perevalskiy district, where the administrative 
borders of Luhansk region end before the town of Debaltsevo.

Since July 2014 there were hostilities on the territory of Popasna town, as 
a result of which, as of late 2015, more then 1300 houses of the private sector 
and 117 apartment buildings (more than 1260 apartments) were damaged or 
destroyed. Czech humanitarian organization “Man in need”, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and Norwegizn Refigee Counsil participated in 
the restoration of the housing stock and the social facilities of the city.

The residents of Novoolexandrivka found themselves between the posi-
tions of UAF and IAF of the so-called “LPR”, in connection with which they 
are deprived of timely medical assistance, access to public services, postal 
and phone connection and the administrative services. Only in 2016 the lo-
cal authorities partially dealt with the issues of paying the social benefits and 
pensions, as well as the issues of moving the residents of Novoolexandrivka 
to the controlled territories.
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Part 3 
viCTimS AmonG CiviLiAnS
rESidEnTS of THE popASnA SECTor 

wHo wErE injurEd
According to the data collected by the monitors between May 2014 and 

the late 2017 98 residents were injured in the settlements of the Popasna 
sector (the data continues to be specified).

Below are several fragments of the interviews collected by the monitors 
during their visits to the territory of the district.

On 18 of November 2014 the village of Toshkivka underwent a massive 
shelling by “Grads”. 4 civilians were severely injured, 3 more were killed as 
a result of the shelling. The young family of D* suffered the most. The father of 
the family, 41-year-old V*, died on the spot, his 32-year-old wife Yu* and their 
two children М* (5 years) and А* (5 months) were severely injured.

From the interview with a victim, Yu*: “At first I heard an odd noice beyond 
the window, it reminded the scratches of the autumn leaves. Suddenly the 
house started trembling. I was frightened and ran to my son. His bed was 
standing near the couch on which my husband slept. I bent down to grab 
А* and some horrible force plunged me into the air. I fainted for some time. 
I woke up because the snow was falling on my face. When I opened my eyes 
I didn’t understand why it was so quiet.

I was laying on my back, sprayed by pieces of bricks. I heard the military 
arrive. А* was saved by a miracle. It turned out that I instinctively pulled the crib 
to me and somehow pulled my son from the death zone. My husband slept in 
half a meter from my son and he was crushed by a brick wall. When V* was 
pulled out from under the rubble he was still breathing. His chest was crushed, 
V* died in the hospital.

М* was found under the bed. She was probably thrown there by the shock-
wave, and my daughter hit her head really bad.

The first day while М* was in Lisichansk city hospital the doctors didn’t 
think she would survive. My daughter had a severe open craniocerebral injury. 
She survived a clinical death and went into coma.
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A shell fragment

I spent a week in intensive care. When I came to sences the parents of 
my husband were sitting near my bed, I ask “Where is V*? — Is he here, in the 
hospital?” The mother-in-law started crying and the father-in-law, being silent for 
some time, said: “We’ve buried him…” So I found out that my husband died”.

The house in Toshkivka in which 40-year-old V* died 
and his wife and two children were injured
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On 23 January 2015 there was a powerful shelling of the village Troitske.
L* was in the yard of her own house when a mortar shell fell nearby. L* 

received leg and body injuries. From the victim’s interview: “I tried to call for 
help and call the ambulance via the phone, there they answered that because 
of the shelling the departure of an ambulance is impossible. Then my husband 
decided that we have to go ourselves by our car, although it was dangerous. 
I was transported to Svetlodar hospital. There they amputated my wounded 
leg. They couldn’t save it because it was severely torn up by the fragments”.

On 1 February 2015 as a result of shelling by “GRADs” of Kuybyshevsk 
Street in Novotoshkivske two men were wounded — 1970 and 1973 year 
of birth. When the artillery shelling started the men helped the women and 
children move to the basement of five-storey house. Women and children 
managed to hide in the basement, but not the men.

М*’s hand was ripped off by the fragments, B*’s hip was seriously in-
jured. Because of those injuries both men remained disabled. There wasn’t 
help in the form of compensation for those injuries. All treatment, surgeries 
and rehabilitation measures were carried out at the expense of the families 
of the victims.

From the interview with one of the victims: “I didn’t want to go to the 
basement. It is hard for me to make every step after the stroke. Each day the 
explosions were heard somewhere. But on that day the wife persuaded me. 
When they were descending I only managed to place one foot at the steps, 
then the shell fell near our basement. When the dust settled I realized that 
I had troubles with my leg, because I couldn’t move it. I looked down, and 
there was only half of a hip. Then М* shouts from the storey. He didn’t even 
manage to descend. He shouted to me asking to help him find his arm. It was 
torn off…”

In July 2015 a local resident of Troitske village was injured as a result 
of the explosion of an unknown device, set up near the entrance to her yard.

From the interview with the victim: “When our village was heavily shelled 
most of the people moved to a safer distance. Those who remained, like me, 
for example, looked after the household of those who left. The neighbours 
asked me to care for the cattle while they were moving their children. They 
had a big household: sheep, a lot of poultry, a cow. Every morning and evening 
I was visiting to feed the cattle.

On that day I came by to feed and milk the cow. As soon as I pulled the 
fence door it exploded. I didn’t understand a thing. Only afterwards, when 
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I tried to crawl from under the fence, I realized that it was a “tripwire”. They 
must have set their hopes for the rich house. So they installed it to scare the 
owners. But there was only old me.

When they got me to the hospital it turned out that I was finely injured: 
my hip was torn and legs were cut by the fragments. The fragments remained 
in my head, legs and arms”.

On 14 October 2016 a man named B* was injured in Zolote town. From 
the interview with the victim: “I was going home with my bags through a gorge. 
I didn’t hear anything. I saw a flash and a cloud of dust. Then I saw — something 
flew towards the gorge. I didn’t realize how I fell. I was conscious. Everything 
started spinning. Blood started running from my ears, and I couldn’t stand up. 
I crawled through the field to the soldiers. One of them shouted: “Pops, get 
away from here! It will start soon!”

Two soldiers saw that I was wounded and ran towards me. They grabbed 
me and pulled me to a safe distance. They called an ambulance. Then my 
son brought me to the nearest checkpoint on exit from the city, where the 
ambulance received me. Everything’s kinda fine. But the fragments remained 
inside and they constantly cause trouble”.

On 8 November 2016 the residents of the town of Zolote, mother V* 
and her son М*, were going towards the occupied Pervomaisk through an 
unofficial checkpoint, through a suburban village, to see their elderly relatives. 
An unknown explosive device was activated when М* was going slightly ahead. 
From the interview with the victim V*: “All our relatives remained on that side. 
One of my sisters is 80 years old, and the other is oncologically ill. Both of 
them are lonely. My son and I constantly helped them. Even more since the 
start of the war. No, we weren’t allowed to go there through those suburbs. 
But we were going anyway. As well as others. Do we have to go around 200 km 
to get to Pervomaisk? The straight way is 10 minutes on foot.

My son and I left in the morning. He didn’t want to go. He said: “You 
go, feed them, I’ll go next time, you will rest”. But to my chagrin I started to 
persuade him. So we were up and went.

My son went ahead while I was dragging behind. 50 meters to my sister’s 
house, and I hear an explosion. I sat, I thought it’s a shelling started, and 
I shouted: “М*, lay low!” And I saw he was standing and didn’t even sit down. 
Only holding his head. I went to him. М* turned to me, and he didn’t have an 
eye and the blood was running on his face. I started crying… He didn’t hear 
me. He must’ve been stunned.
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I ran to a store, asked the girls to call an ambulance. But finally a neighbor 
transported М* to the hospital”.

One of the “life paths” in Popasna district

rESidEnTS of THE popASnA SECTor 
wHo diEd AS A rESuLT of SHELLinG

According to the data collected by the monitors, between May 2014 and 
the late 2017 76 residents were killed in the populated areas of the Popasna 
district (data continues to be specified).

Below are several fragments from the interviews collected by the moni-
tors during their visits to the territory of the district.

On 3 August 2014 Popasna town underwent massive shelling by “Grad”. 
Four deceased civilians were documented and one child was injured that day. 
К* family suffered the most.

From the interview with the victim: “It was Sunday. Near noon. I’ve just 
arrived from the work and remembered that I forgot to buy bread. My husband 
and sons were at home. My husband and elder son decided to go to a shop 
on bike to get bread. I’ve told them to go later, not now. We were shelled a lot. 
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And my husband had recently recovered from a previous injury. He was hit 
really hard by the fragments the last time.

The older son shouted that I shouldn’t worry, that was machine gun 
fire… Three minutes passed since thay left home, and Grad shells started 
falling in the center of the city. Exactly where my men went. People started 
shouting. I ran to the phone to call my husband and son. There was no 
connection. The younger son slept and didn’t even hear the explosions. 
The shelling was long. The younger son and I remained home. We were 
afraid to leave. As soon as the shelling stopped the older son’s friend arrived. 
He was shouting and trembling… He said: “I* was killed!” I packed my 
things before I realized it, then I ran outside. I ran to the place of explosion. 
My husband was taken to the hospital. He was alive for several days, then 
he died. I* died on the spot”.

On 21 August 2014 the village of Katerinivka was shelled. As a result an 
old man and his 7-year-old grandson G* were killed. The entrance of police 
and ambulances to the village was very limited because of systemic shelling 
as well as because of the fact that the village was in the “grey zone” and es-
sentially wasn’t controlled by any side of the conflict.

From the interview of a relative of the deceased G*: “We’ll probably 
never forget that day, as long as we live. They died on 21 August, and we 
could only take and bury their bodies the following day. And that was thanks 
to the efforts of a volunteer girl who periodically brought bread to our village 
and helped as much as she could.

We took the bodies from the place of the tragedy ourselves and buried 
them on our own. My husband was running and keeping watch all night long 
so that the bodies were not torn by the animals.

The grandpa died at once. The fragments shot in his head and heart. 
The kid was all beaten. We didn’t even find his arm. It probably burned away”.

On 6 October 2014 during another shelling of Popasna, a father and 
son М* died in the yard of five-storey house. From the interview with the wife 
and mother of the deceased: “How can I stop crying?! Both of them: my son 
and my husband were killed on the doorstep of this house! Before that we 
spent a week in the basement because of the shelling. They both went to 
the doorstep to smoke. At once two shells fell near the house and both of 
them died.

My granddaughter and I were saved by a miracle. Because we were 
sitting further from them, on the bench. The girl saw her father being torn to 
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shreds! She didn’t speak to anyone for half a year! She remained a complete 
orphan. Her mother died earlier. And now my sonny as well…”

On 23 January 2015 in the morning a shelling of the village of Troitske 
started. V* family was home then. The family used to hide in the basement at 
the start of a shelling. That was the case that time. The mother and children 
ran to the basement, the head of V* family didn’t manage to hide from 
the shards and died near the entrance to the basement where his family 
managed to hide.

From the interview with the wife of the deceased V*: “When I saw my 
husband’s body I froze in fear. The fragments have cut off a part of his head 
and there were multiple open fractures… There was no sense in saving 
him… But I couldn’t leave the body outside. It could have been torn apart by 
wild animals or further explosions. Or it was a shock... We pulled him to the 
basement where we were hiding. We could only bury V* on our own several 
days later”.

On 2 February 2015 Popasna was once again heavily shelled. On that 
day five deaths of civilians were documented. B* family suffered the most, 
its elderly mother and son were killed, as well as the elderly husband and 
wife R*.

From the interview with a relative of deceased B*: “My brother went 
outside to take water from the well. The same instant two shells fell nearby. 
He died on the spot. I dashed to him from the yard. I saw that he lacked an 
arm and a leg. I thought that people can live without arms and legs, I thought 
I had to check his pulse. Started to search for his neck under his jacket. Only 
then I realized that he also lacked the head…I don’t want to recall it… I ran 
to his mother’s house. She walked near the house and muttered “Where is 
my sonny?... “ I ran to her and saw that she left the trail of blood. She was hit 
in the leg by the fragments. When the medics arrived they took my brother 
to morgue and the old woman to the hospital. They didn’t tell the granny 
that her son died while she remained in hospital. She was seriously injured, 
too. But they couldn’t hide it for long, she constantly asked that he visit her. 
We had to tell her that he died. Then her heart stopped… We buried the old 
woman 8 days after my brother”.

From the interview with the daughter of the deceased R*: “The neighbours 
have mostly left the street where my parents lived. My mom and dad 
remained to care about household. They didn’t want to leave their house 
and looked after the neighbour’s homes. A shell hit right into my parents’ 
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house. The house was completely destroyed. But when we pulled dad from 
under the rubble he was still alive. His leg was severely crushed by a brick 
from the ruined house. His entire body was crushed by construction debris. 
He only died in the hospital. My mom wasn’t even found that day, no matter 
how long they searched. Her body was pulled from under the rubble only the 
following day”.

On 22 August 2016 when the town of Zolote underwent another shelling, 
a local citizen was killed.

From the interview with the son of the deceased S*: “It happened in the 
evening. Near 10 pm. I was watching TV. My mother was doing something 
in the kitchen. We didn’t mind the shooting anymore. They always shoot — 
what, we should run to the basement each tiome now? We ran enough 
in 2015.

I’ve only heard the glass crack. And that’s all. Silence. I hear my mother 
calling me, then she entered the room and said: “D*, look, I’m bleeding”. 
I ran to her and she fell on me.

I could have probably saved her. But I don’t know what to do and how. 
Maybe I should have plugged the hole somehow. At first I thought that only 
her arm was hit and she fell because of pain. There was a big hole in her arm. 
Then I moved her away, and saw her nightgown was all bloodied. A bullet went 
in her chest. 15 minutes ago my mom breathed and then she didn’t. I called 
the ambulance at once. But nobody arrived till the morning. They don’t come 
out during shelling. The medics came at 6 am. Took her to the hospital. There 
they took out the bullet. They gave me all the documents and that was it. She 
was buried the same day”.

rESidEnTS of THE popASnA SECTor 
wHo wErE injurEd 

or kiLLEd bY TripwirES 
And LAndminES

2014
On 20 October 2014 two women exploded on landmine near the town of 

Zolote. Stepping on a “tripwire” they got severe shrapnel wounds. One of them 
later died in the hospital.
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2015
On 12 February a body of a local resident with shrapnel wounds was 

found near Novotoshkivske. The man exploded on a tripwire.
On 9 March a 13-year boy exploded on a landmine in the village of 

Ustinivka.
On 17 March a 49-year-old man who attempted to walk from the occupied 

territory to the territory controlled by Ucraine exploded on a tripwire between 
the village of Novoolexandrivka and Popasna.

On 30 April a 38-year-old resident of Luhansk exploded on a tripwire in 
Zolote.

On 5 June the driver of a tractor “МТ 382” exploded on an explosive de-
vice during the performance of agricultural works in the field in the village of 
Volcheyarivka.

On 6 June a 54-year-old local resident exploded on a hand-made ex-
plosive device in the village of Katerinivka. He was leading a herd of cows 
to the pasture towards Popasna and tripped a tripwire with a grenade that 
went off.

On 16 June an 83 year-old local resident of the village of Novotoshkivske 
exploded on a tripwire.

On 8 August in the village of Bobrove a worker of a building ground for the 
fortifications exploded on a mine during the patrol of the territory.

On 14 October in the town of Zolote-4 a 44-year-old electrician was 
fatally wounded as a result of a detonation of an explosive device, he was 
a resident of the village of Katerinivka. The deceased worked as an electri-
cian in the mine, in connection with which that day he carried out a check-up 
of an overhead power line in order to detect damage.

On 19 October a woman exploded on a tripwire near the town of Girske.

2016
On 29 March a woman was injured as a result of the detonation of an 

explosive device in the village of Troitske.
On 15 April a local resident exploded on a tripwire in his own yard in the 

village of Troitske.
On 23 May a woman born in 1966 exploded on a tripwire near the vil-

lages of Troitske and Kalinove.
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On 15 July a 61-year-old woman exploded on an aexplosive device in the 
“grey zone” in the area of Zolote-4.

On 19 July a married couple exploded on a tripwire in the area of Zolote, 
both were displaced from Alchevsk — the man of 1964 year of birth and the 
woman of 1970 year of birth.

On 8 November a resident of Zolote was wounded after an explosion of 
an unspecified object.

The mined railway tracks in Popasna district

2017
On 4 April a 64-year old resident of the village of Troitske was hospital-

ized with the diagnosis “shrapnel injury of both legs”. The woman received her 
injuries as a result of the explosion of a tripwire in the yard of her own house.

On 7 July, at 5.30 am a woman of 1939 year of birth exploded on a trip-
wire in Zolote-5. She received mine-blast injuries of the lumbar region on the 
right and the right shin.

On 7 November in the “grey zone” near the town of Zolote the military 
personnel discovered the remains of an 80-year-old man who disappeared 
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the last year, when he was returning home to Alchevsk from his relatives that 
lived in Lisichansk. The man died because of an explosion of a landmine.

miSSinG pErSonS

2014
In March 2014 Troschenko Alexey ivanovich 30.03.1978, a resident of 

the town of Girske, left for the town of Rovenki, and since 17 October 2014 he 
was not heard from, and did not get in touch. He was recognized among the 
deceased.

On 17 April 2014 kovalenko m. f., 1936 year of birth, went missing. 
In 2016 she was identified as a deceased.

Since May 2014 the fate of kroshka mikhail Alexandrovich, 20.05.1980 
year of birth, was unknown. In 2016 a court recognized him as a deceased.

On 1 June 2014 near 11 pm, near gas station “OKKO” in the town of 
Pervomaisk, two unidentified men in camouflage detained Ts-va. 1995 year of 
birth, caused her bodily harm and seized her car, white VAZ 2109 1988 pro-
duction year. They forcefully placed Ts-va into the car, blindfolded her and took 
her with them. On 2 June at sunrise, on the route between the towns of Per-
vomaisk and Popasna they freed her from the car and left in an unknown 
direction.

Since June 2014 the fate of a resident of the village of Katerinivka, Kuz-
menko Tatyana vladimirovna, 5.10.1988 year of birth, remains unknown.

On 10 July 2014 in Popasna unidentified persons wearing camouflage 
detained a Sweden national, Saleve nilosson.

Zilkio Alexandr vasilyevich, 25.04.1966 year of birth, who lived in the 
toiwn of Girske at the address of Druzhby Street, on 26 July 2014 left his 
home in his own car “Cherry Amulet” for the town of Izvarine and hasn’t re-
turned home for the moment. He wasn’t found.

On 24 July 2014 khutrenko igor Alexandrovich, 1972 year of birth. went 
on foot from the town of Zolote to Severodonetsk to see his family and disap-
peared. 3 days later, on 27 July 2014 a body of an unidentified person with 
injuries in the chest area was found in the town of Popasna. The body was sub-
mitted for examination to Pervomaisk forensics (under the control of “LPR”). 
After some time the investigator leading the criminal proceedings has invited 
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Khutrenko’s mother for identification to the district department where she 
identified her killed son on the photo.

On 14 August 2014 ovcharenko ivan vladimirovich 29.06.1988 left his 
home in the town of Zolote and never returned.

On 31 August 2014 a resident of Pervoimaysk, Stepanyuk Artyom 
Sergeevich 24.10.1981 year of birth and a resident of Golubivske village, 
borisenko Yevgeniy vasilyevich 02.05.1979 year of birth, left the home in 
the direction of Lisichansk and disappeared.

On 17 October 2014 a resident of Pervomaisk, Shumsky vladimir 
Alexandrovich, 12.03.1960 year of birth left his home for the town of Girske 
and disappeared.

2015
On 19 January 2015 a resident of Zolote-1 reported that her husband, 

Tokarev Sergey nikolayevich, 17.11.1961 year of birth, disappeared since 
17 January.

Later she reported that she was called from a cell phone owned by her 
husband, an unidentified person introduced himself as a policeman of “LPR” 
and said that her husband was detained and is currently in Pervomaisk town 
police department, and that her husband’s car that he used to move, yellow 
“Mercedes Sprinter”, was seized.

On 18 January 2015 unidentified persons wearing camouflage took 
Zhukov piotr ivanovich 02.07.1951 year of birth from his place of living in 
the village of Toshkivka on Zheleznodorozhnikov Street and took him in an 
unknown direction.

On 17 January 2015 kishichenko Yana ivanovna 9.01.1977 year of 
birth, a resident of the town of Popasna, left her house, driving in an unknown 
direction. In 2016 a court recognized her as a deceased.

On 22 January 2015 near 11 am in the town of Girske on Sovietska Street 
unidentified persons in camouflage, wielding assault rifles, illegally deprived 
of liberty vasilyev igor valeryavich 24.03.1971 year of birth, who was driving 
his black VAZ 2115 license number ВВ9313ВЕ and took him in an unknown 
direction. He wasn’t found.

On 28 January 2015 near the town of Girske unidentified persons in 
camouflage armed with assault rifles, using a car VAZ 2115, detained maslov 
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nikolay Anatolyevich 13.07.1957 year of birth, placed him in blue NISSAN 
PATROL and took in an unknown direction.

On 10 February 2015 near 9 pm five men wearing camouflage and armed 
with assault rifles illegally deprived of her liberty izyum Tatyana ivanovna 
06.07.1948 year of birth, a resident of Zolote-2. After an unspecified time her 
relatives reported that she contacted them and she was in a safe place.

On 10 February 2015 the mother of Shabrov Alexey Alexandrovich, 
12.03.1980 year of birth, lodged an application about his disappearance 
to a law-enforcement body. She maintained that her son was sentenced to 
4,5 years of imprisonment since September 2012 and he was serving his 
sentence in correctional colony no. 23. On 7 February 2015 near 10 am her 
son, Shabrov А. А., called on her cell phone and said that he left the colony 
and was going from Chornukhino towards the UAF roadblock near the town of 
Debaltsevo and was going to return home, after that the connection was lost.

On 12 February 2015 a maintenance brigade of CE “LuhanskVoda” went 
to the town of Zolote to repair the water pipes, it consisted of popov o. b., Lip-
shayev p. v., korniyevskiy p. v., Lipshayev p. p. accompanied by senior police 
lieutenant Sukhorukov Alexandr Georgiyevich. In the wilderness near the mi-
crodistrict of Stakhanovets (Zolote-3) they were stopped by a group of armed 
persons wearing camouflage and taken to an unknown direction.

On 16 February 2015 on the exit of the town of Pervomaisk near the 
bridge unknown persons wearing camouflage kidnapped mardus Alexandr 
victorovich, 23.11.1956 year of birth at the roadblock.

On 27 March 2015 naumov vadim vyacheslavovich 31.07.1990 year 
of birth, disappeared from his housing in the town of Girske in unspecified 
circumstances.

On 2 April 2015 the relatives reported that their grandfather, Shwed 
Piotr Kirillovich, 22.08.1929 year of birth, a resident of the town of Girske, 
went missing.

On 10 April 2015 bruyevich fedor Yukhimovich, 20.01.1944 year of 
borth, a resident of the town of Zolote-1, went missing. In 2016 he was identi-
fied as a deceased.

On 14 April 2015 near 9 am on a temporarily uncontrolled territory 
in the area of the village of Golubivske (controlled by LPR) armed persons 
detained an employee of MD SFS of Ukraine in Luhansk region, Tkachenko 
Andrey valeryevich 27.06.1967 year of birth and a citizen, Startsev yuriy 
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anatolyevich, 24.03.1967 year of birth. The law-enforcement officers believe 
that there is a great probability that they are to be considered deceased.

On 4 May 2015 a resident of Popasna reported that unidentified persons 
illegally detain her brother, kononchuk vladimir victorovich, 28.11.1972 
year of birth, in LPR commandant’s office of the town of Pervomaisk.

On 25 May 2015 near 01 pm unknown armed persons wearing cam-
ouflage kidnapped Sidorov yuriy Petrovich 7.08.1960 year of birth from his 
house located near the reservoir in the village of Komyshuvakha.

In June 2015 a resident of Popasna stated that three unknown masked 
men armed with assault rifles placed her roommate, prokopenko Alexandr 
vladimirovich 26.01.1968 year of birth, in the car “GAZel”against his will near 
house no. 46 on Stepnaya Street and took him in an unknown direction.

Since July 2015 the relatives don’t have any information about 
matyaschuk Zinaida Alexandrovna 07.03.1973 year of birth who lived in the 
village of Troitske.

On 23 July 2015, early in the morning ponomaryov Evgeniy Serge-
evich 26.03.1991 year of birth left his home in the town of Girske and 
disappeared.

On 31 July 2015 the relatives of Tararin Alexandr victorovich 14.02.1983 
year of birth from Troitske stated that on 29 July 2015 he was discharged 
from the hospital no. 2 of Artemivsk, but didn’t return home. He was identified 
among the deceased.

On 3 August 2015 near 10 am unidentified persons wearing camouflage 
on the crossroads near the village of Mirna Dolina detained a resident of 
Toshkivka, Lysakov victor Yakovlevich, 27.04.1942 year of birth, and seized 
his car, beige “Nissan Tida”, then they entered the car, told him to stay silent 
and move where they tell him. After some time they told him to stop, blindfold-
ed him with a sticky tape, placed him into the car’s trunk, then they brought 
him into an unidentified room where they were holding him until the morning 
of 4 August, he was guarded by one of the unidentified persons. Early in the 
morning he was blindfolded again, they placed him in an unidentified car and 
took in an unknown direction, they then freed him from the car, gave him 
back his passport and left in an unknown direction.

On 13 August 2015 a resident of the village of Nizhne Polyashenko Ser-
gey Ivanovich 18.10.1986 year of birth. left his home, his subsequent fate is 
unknown. In 2016 he was identified among the deceased.
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On 27 August 2015 Scherbina vitaliy Andreevich, 01.10.1998 year of 
birth, a resident of Popasna, went missing. In 2016 he was identified among 
the deceased.

On 22 September 2015 a resident of the village of Novotoshkivske, Stro-
ganov Alexandr Yurievich of 19.02.1983 year of birth. near left his home 7 pm 
and didn’t return. He was identified among the deceased.

On 14 October 2015 korzhov vyacheslav nikolaevitch 21.08.1960 year 
of birth, who lived in the village of Zolotarivka, left his home, his subsequent 
fate is unknown.

On 24 October 2015 near 7 pm two unidentified persons wearing cam-
ouflage took Luzin Alexandr fedorovich, 19.11.1986 year of birth from his 
apartments in the town of Girske

Since 23 October 2015 the fate of a resident of the village of Toshkivka, 
Zgibnev Sergey Lazarevich, 27.01.1955 year of birth, is unknown.

On 23 November 2015 from SE “Pervomaiskugol” came a report that 
the head of the personnel department, Zabelin Sergey Alexandrovich 
27.05.1956 year of birth, was kidnapped.

2016
On 23 February 2016 a resident of Popasna, vinogradov Yuriy victoro-

vich 27.10.1963 year of birth left for Lisichansk and never returned. He was 
considered deceased.

On 23 April 2016 Chasovnikov danil Gennadyevich 12.02.1998 year of 
birth left his home in the village of Volcheyarivka.

On 16 May 2016 Alexeev maxim Alexandrovich 30.06.89 year of 
birth left his home in the village of Maloryazantseve. His subsequent fate is 
unknown.

On 23 May 2016 a resident of the village of Podlesne disappeared, 
a minor, Chumachenko vladimir Alexandrovich 09.07.2004 year of birth.

On 15 June 2016 disappeared a resident of the village of Victorivka, 
makarenko raisa vasilyevna, 16.11.1950 year of birth.

On 9 November 2016 Chaplygin igor Alexeevich 05.11.1956 year of 
birth, who lived in Volcheyarovka, left his home and disappeared. There is 
information that in 2017 his location was identified.



On 9 November 2016 miroshnikov Yevgeniy Alexandrovich 27.11.1992 
year of birth left the territory of the boarding house in Popasna and his fate is 
currently unknown.

On 14 November 2016 ivanchikova Tatyana Yevgenievna 20.02.1957 
year of birth left the territory of the Nizhnyanskiy psychiatric boarding house 
and her subsequent fate is unknown.

On 16 December 2016 khudobets valeriy vasilyevich 08.06.1953 year 
of birth left his home in the village of Zolotarivka and disappeared.

On 22 December 2016 fischenko Sergey Alexandrovich 17.10.1988 
year of birth left his home in Popasna and there is no word of him.

On 23 December 2016 Leontiev Anatoly Alexandrovich 13.05.1964 
year of birth left his home in the village of Toshkivka and didn’t return.

On 31 December 2016 nagornyuk ivan Sergeevich 15.03.1960 year of 
birth left his home in Volcheyarivka and his subsequent fate is unknown.

2017
On 7 January 2017 ovcharenko vladimir victorovich 12.03.1973 year 

of birth left his home in the village of Orekhove in the direction of the village 
of Novotoshkivka. He is currently missing.
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Part 4 
dESTruCTion 

of THE infrASTruCTurE 
of THE popASnA diSTriCT

Troitske
Car bridge was blown up on 20 June 2015. The local residents state that 

the explosion was carried out by UAF.

Blown up bridge at the entrance to Troitske

On 29 September 2014 a school was partially destroyed due to shelling. 
It took subsequent damage during a shelling of Troitske in the spring of 2015. 
It was rebuilt in summer. It was damaged again in autumn of 2016.

The church was destroyed by shelling in January of 2015.
In February 2015 the bridge across the river between Troitske and Kali-

nove was blown up.
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Damaged Holy Trinity Church in Troitske

Zolotarivka
On 11 July 2014 г. a car bridge was blown up on the route Seversk-Lisi-

chansk near Zolotarivka.

Nishne
In July 2014 a ferry was sank near the village of Svetlichne. Currently 

a pontoon crossing operates in Svetlichne.

Zolote
SS no. 7, the building of Executive Committee, “Shakhter” club, 187 ob-

jects of private property and 159 objects of communal property are damaged 
or destroyed as a result of the shelling.
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Novotoshkivka
On 24 January 2015 the shelling severely damaged the school, it was 

subsequently damaged in the shelling on 10 February 2015.

Toshkivka
On 29 October in the village of Toshkivka a direct hit from RSVF “Grad” 

destroyed the gym and cafeterium of secondary school no. 22.

Girske
During the hostilities the town hospital was damaged in the town of Gir-

ske, 167 living spaces are damaged, 159 of them in the town of Girske and 
8 — in Orekhove village.

Belogorivka
As a result of the hostilities on the territory of the populated areas SS in 

Belogorivka and SS in Zolotarivka were damaged, as well as kindergarten and 
HC in Belogorivka, and HC in Zolotarivka. More than 10 residential buildings 
are damaged, as well as the driveway.

Popasna
On 22 July 2014 a single-track railroad bridge was blown up on the 61-th 

km of Sentyanivka-Seversk span.
On the route Т-05-04 Bakhmut-Popasna a car bridge was detonated before 

Kalinove-Popasna on 12 September 2014.
SS no. 1 and kindergarten “Romashka” were seriously damaged as a re-

sult of a shelling on 29 November 2014.
In autumn 2014 train car repair plant underwent numerous artillery 

shelling, as a result the production facilities were seriously destroyed.
In addition to the objects of the infrastructure listed above the following 

objects were damaged as a result of hostilities:
• Structural unit “Popasna train car depot” of the regional branch of 

“Donetsk railroad” of PAO “Ukrainskaya Zheleznaya Doroga”;
• Structural unit “locomotive depot” of the regional branch of “Donetsk 

railroad” of PAO “Ukrainskaya Zheleznaya Doroga”
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• Structural unit “Popasna track machine station” of the regional branch 
of “Donetsk railroad” of PAO “Ukrainskaya Zheleznaya Doroga”;

• Popasna TDD of TD of SES of Ukraine in Luhansk region;
• Production unit “Popasna Territorial Department” of branch “Center 

of construction and installation works and operation of buildings and 
structures” of PAO “Ukrzaliznytsya”.

• Popasna DES of OOO “Luhanskoye Energeticheskoye Obyedineniye” 
and engineering communications — electric networks;

• Popasna district of Lisichansk MRUEGG PAO “Luhanskgas” and com-
munications — gas pipes;

• Production department “Popasna Department” of CE “Popasna Raion-
niy Vodokanal” and water supply and sanitation facilities.

• Structural unit “Popasna Track Distance” of the regional branch of 
“Donetsk railroad” of PAO “Ukrainskaya Zheleznaya Doroga”

• Structural unit “Popasna alarm and communication distance” of the 
regional branch of “Donetsk railroad” of PAO “Ukrainskaya Zheleznaya 
Doroga”;

• Structural unit “Limansk electricity supply distance” of the regional 
branch of “Donetsk railroad” of PAO “Ukrainskaya Zheleznaya Doroga”;

• Popasna Linear Division of the Production Structural Subdivision 
“Donetsk Regional Department” of the branch “Energozbud” of PAO 
“Ukrzaliznytsya”;

• ООО “Vostok-Steklo”;
• station-linear unit of the combined center no. 342 of the town of 

Severo donetsk of Kharkiv Branch of PAO “Ukrtelecom”, communica-
tions and lines;

• PE Pogorelov A. B. — oil shop;
• ООО “Popasna-Agro”;
• The town dairy-industrial complex;
• ООО “Popasnyanskiy Khlebokombinat”.
• ООО “Luhanskiy Gips”;
• ООО “UKRZALIZNYCHPROM”;
• ABK company;
• Health care institutions:
• Popasna substation of Lisichansk communal treatment and prophylac-

tic establishment “Ambulance station”;



• Communal enterprise “Popasna Central District Hospital” (in-patient 
treatment units and polyclinic facilities)

• MD “Popasna District SES”;
• CE “Popasna District Primary Health Care Center”.

Educational institutions:
• Popasna Professional Lyceum of Railway Transport;
• Educational institution “Popasna Secondary School no. 1”;
• Gymnasium no. 20;
• Secondary school no. 21;
• Secondary school no. 24;
• Multi-disciplinal gymnasium no.25;
• Communal enterprise “Children and Youth Sports School”;
• Children art school;
• Communal enterprise “Pre-school educational institution (nursery) no. 1;
• Communal enterprise “Pre-school educational institution (nursery) no. 2;
• Communal enterprise “Pre-school educational institution (nursery) no. 3;
• Children and youth creativity center;
• Popasna town sports center “Vozrozhdeniye”;
• Popasna interterritorial country health and recreation institution “Salute” 

(PICHRI).
Within the framework of liquidation of the consequences of the hostilities 

and restoration of the destroyed infrastructure in the period between 2015 
and 2017 15267,56256 were allocated from the budgets on various levels:

• 7254,644 — from the state budget;
• 1203,706 — from the regional budget;
• 4347,50139 — from the district budget;
• 2461,71117 — from the local budget.

The help in the form of the building materials and restoration works was 
provided by charitable organizations for the restoration of the damaged hous-
ing of the private sector:

• Norwegian Refugee Center — NRC;
• International non-profitable organization “MercyCorps”;
• Charitable organization ADRA Ukraine;
• Austrian charitable organization “Caritas Ukraine”;
• Danish Refugee Council (DRC).
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Part 5 
WaR tHROugH tHe eyeS 

of A CHiLd

During one of the visits the monitoring group met a family that resided on 
the last street controlled by Ukrainian military in the town of Popasna, in the 
suburban village of “Parusivka”.

The head of the family М*. told the members of the monitoring group that 
in summer 2014 his granddaughter kept records about the ongoing events on 
the wall of their summer kitchen.

A 13-year-old girl carefully scratched everything she saw or heard with 
a nail on a painted wall. Coldly, with little or no emotion…
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Part 6 
voTinG riGHTS 

And THE riGHT To pArTiCipATE 
in THE LoCAL SELf-GovErnmEnT 

of THE rESidEnTS 
of THE popASnA SECTor

Realization of the voting rights by the residents of the Popasna sector in 
three and a half years of the armed conflict was limited by administrative deci-
sions of the local state authorities.

Voters of the district could not take part in the presidential elections 
on 25 May 2014 — the bulletins were not sent to the election committees 
of the district because all populated areas of the district were coin-
trolled by IAF.

The precinct commissions were created and the voting was carried out 
in some localities at the extraordinary elections of the Verkhovna Rada depu-
ties on 26 October 2014. It should be noted that all the settlements of the 
district that were controlled to date have been liberated in July-August 2014.

It should be noted that the town of Popasna itself refers to 107th constit-
uency, and all localities of the district — to 106th constituency (such “cutting” 
of the constituencies was approved by CEC Ruling no. 82 of 28.04.2012 )

Thus, 18 824 of the voters in the town of Popasna related to 107th con-
stituency couldn’t realize their voting rights. However, the voters from 106th 
constituency had the possibility to realize their voting right, However, the over-
all picture of the appearance of residents of the area was extremely low:

On the elections of the deputies for the local councils on 25 October 
2015 the decision about a possibility of realization of the voting rights of the 
residents who lived in the zone of ATO (including Popasna district), was made 
by CEC.
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The overall number of voters in the precinct \ 
number of voters who participated in voting
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pS no. Settlement 
number of 

voters 
in the list

general number 
of voters 

who received 
bulletins

440393 Belogorivka uts 743 10

440394 Shipilivka village 408 113

440395 Verkhnyokaminka village, 
Zolotarivka village 496 207

440398 Vrubivka uts, Novoivanivka village 824 54

440400 novoivanivka village 372 2

440405
Komyshyvakha uts, Victorivka village, 
Glynokaryer settlement, 
Olexandropillya settlement

1441 23

440407 Nyrkove settlement 164 37

440409
Maloryazantseve village, 
Lisichanskiy settlement, 
Topolivka settlement

1108 0

440411 Pidlisne settlement 309 9

440412 Loskutivka settlement, 
Ray-Olexandrivka village 348 9

14 521 6213 464

The mechanism of decision-meking was implemented in the following way:
On 14 July 2015 Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine approves a new edition 

of the Law of Ukraine “On local election”, the transitional provisions of 
which indicate that “…regular local election … of the deputies to regional 
councils, standalone district, city district, city, small town, village councils, 
the election of city, small town and village heads, and united communities 
on the territory of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, scheduled for October 25, 
2015, are not conducted due to temporarily occupation by the Russian 
Federation and armed aggression upon Ukraine and impossibility to 
ensure respect for the standards of election of Organization for Security 
and Cooperation with Europe. The list of administrative-territorial units, in 
which the local election scheduled for 25 October 2015 is not conducted 
will be determined by Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine when determining the 
local election…”
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On 17 July 2015 before the new edition of the Law of Ukraine “On lo-
cal election”, came into force, Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted provision 
no. 645-VIII “On appointment of regular election of deputies of local councils 
and village, small town, local heads in 2015” in which it limited the organiza-
tion of voting procedures in separate settlements of Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions in which was introduced a particular procedure for local self-gov-
ernment and which were recognized as temporarily occupied territories in 
accordance with the Provision of VR of Ukraine of 17 March 2015 no. 252-VIII 
“On recognizing the separate districts, cities, towns and villages of Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions as temporarily occupied territories”.

The list of administrative-territorial units, according to that provision, 
contains the settlements controlled by IAF of the so-called “LPR” and “DPR”. 
The provision didn’t contain any other list of saettlements on the territories of 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions, controlled by UAF.

On 11 August 2015 CEC had to adopt an explanation no. 176 “concerning 
the determination of the separate district, city, city district, small town and 
village councils of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, in relation to which there 
is no possibility to conduct regular elections of deputies, village, small town 
and city heads and first election of deputies of village, small town and city 
councils, joint territorial communities and corresponding village, small town, 
city heads on 25 October 2015”, in which it offered the rergional military and 
civil administrations of Donetsk and Luhansk regions take the responsibility to 
prepare and conduct elections on the territories related to ATO zone that were 
not in the provision of Verkhovna Rada no. 252-VIII of 17 March 2015 indicat-
ing the deadlines for preparation and lodging the applications to CEC in case 
of impossibility to provide to Donetsk and Luhanck CMA the requirements of 
the Law “On local election” in the questions of cooperation in organization of 
the necessary election procedures.

Such representations of Luhansk CMA were prepared and sent to Cen-
tral Election Commission, and already on 29 August CEC adopts the provision 
no. 208 “On impossibility to provide regular elections of deputies of the sep-
arate district, city, city district, village, and small town councils of Luhansk 
region and corresponding village, small town and city heads on 25 October 
2015”, in which, referring to the information prepared by Luhansk CMA about 
the impossibility to conduct election of some self-government bodies located 
on the line of demarcation or in direct vicinity to it, with respect of the stan-
dards of conducting the elections of Organization for Security and Cooperation 
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conducting the election was recognized as impossible.

Thus, both Verkhovna Rada and CEC have transferred the responsibility 
to determine the territories in which the election of local councils will not be 
conducted to CMA of Donetsk and Luhansk regions with the following wording 
“...received the applications… with the list… of councils…, that according to 
civil and military administrations gave them reasonable grounds to consider 
it impossible to guarantee from the part of the authorities the lawfulness and 
rule of law, freedom of pre-election promotion and other rights and liberties 
of the voters during the regular local election on 25 October 2015 on the 
territory of the corresponding councils…”.

The following local councils in which, according to CEC and Luhansk 
RCMA it was impossible to conduct the election were indicated in Popasna 
district:

Popasna district council, Gorske, Zolote and Popasna town councils, Bila 
Gora, Volcheyarivka, Vrubivka, Kamyshuvakha, Maloryazantsevo, Mirna Do-
lina, Nizhne, Novotoshkivka and Toshkivka town councils, as well as Troitske 
village council.

In 2015 the line of control over the territories in Popasna district didn’t 
change, moreover, the settlements of the district resumed the functioning 
of all state structures. The issue of security could be considered in relation 
to the territories neighbouring the line of demarcation no more than 5 km 
wide, which could include no more than 5 settlements, because it was located 
within the reach of various types of weapons from the territories that were not 
controlled by UAF. Other factors influencing the security of elections could not 
be discovered.

As of August 2017 the election for the local councils was not appointed. 
Currently the argumentation against the election in local councils of Popasna 
sector shifted from the issues of security towards the issues of decentralization.
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Part 7 
THE riGHT To ACCESS 

To juSTiCE

In 2014 Popasna District Court administered justice almost in the regular 
order.

Since the end of July 2014 the hostilities started in the vicinity of Po-
pasna. Justice was administered by four judges, Popasna District Courd was 
headed by Lizenko Ilona Vasilyevna.

Between 14 April and 5 September 2014 (the date of the start of ATO 
and the date of signing of Minsk agreements) Popasna District Court has 
considered 898 cases: in July — 142 cases, of them criminal cases — 40; 
in August — 48 cases, of them 13 criminal cases.

The analysis of the intensity of cases in July indicates a significant de-
crease of the quantity of cases considered every day. Thus, in the period 
between 14 and 24 July 2014 (in the period of active hostilities in the suburbs 
of Popasna) should be noted a significant decrease in quantity of the con-
sidered cases. However, regardless of the existence or risks (in the period of 
June-July 2014 a significant number of supporters of so-caller “LPR” were in 
the city) the judges of Popasna Court scontinued to administer justice almost 
in an ordinary regime.

Since September 2014 the court resumed a regular mode of operation.
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Part 8 
CroSSinG of THE LinE 

of dEmArCATion 
And funCTioninG of 

“ZoLoTE” Ciop

In June 2015 SSU developed the procedure for crossing the line of de-
marcation in order toi try and regulate the issues of moving of the citizens to 
and from the occupied territory.

On 31 March 2016 CIOP “Zolote” started functioning in Popasna sector, 
on the span of road Т1316 between the towns of Zolote and Pervomaisk.

Opening of CIOP “Zolote” on 31 March 2016



Before opening of that CIOP the citizens moved across the line of demar-
cation along the pedestrian corridor through the town of “Rodina” mine.

The functioning of CIOP “Zolote” that could have become the only car 
checkpoint in Luhansk region was terminated as soon as it was opened on 
31 March 2016.

Currently CIOP “Zolote” does not carry out admission procedures. 
The representatives of the so-called “LPR” refer to their reluctance to let in 
the flow of moving citizens theough the town of Pervomaisk.
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Part 9 
dEvELopmEnT 

of THE ArmEd ConfLiCT 
in THE popASnA rAion 

in mAY 2014 — novEmbEr 2017
May 2014

On 6 May a session of city council was held in Popasna. The deputies ad-
opted the application to Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine in which they demanded 
to immediately adopt a law on local referendums.

On 11 May a referendum was held in Popasna.

June 2014
On 12 June armed people wearing camouflage seized the territory of the 

special force rescue unit located in the village of Loscutovka

July 2014
On 8 July Popasna was taken under control of “LPR militia”.
On the night from Sunday to Monday several hundreds of militiamen 

entered the town. The headquarters of Luhansk “militia” was created in the 
building of the prosecutor’s office.

On 9 July in the microdistrict of Cheremushki the militants visited the 
apartments of the residents and forced them to leave their homes.

On 10 July the prosecutor’s office of Luhansk region states that the infor-
mation about the seizure of the building of prosecutor’s office in the town of 
Popasna is unreliable and the district prosecutor’s office continues to perform 
its functions.

On 12 July the acting governor of Luhansk region, Irina Verigina, reported 
the disappearance of the mayor of Popasna, Yuriy Onischenko.
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The deputies of Popasna city council adopted the appeal about an imme-
diate liberation of their district center from the terrorist groups. The deputies 
adopted that decision without the head of the town.

On 13 July the air force attacked the special force rescue base of the 
special force rescue unit — the former military unit in the village of Loscutivka.

On 16 July the town mayor, Yuriy Onischenko, who was taken hostage by 
armed people, was freed.

The militants have beaten him, shot his leg and stabbed him that re-
sulted in him having a heart attack.

On 22 July the forces of ATO liberated Popasna from the militants of 
“LPR”.

On 31 July funding of the pensions resumed in the towns of Severodo-
netsk, Popasna and Rubezhne.

August 2014
On 3 August near 5:30 am and 12:00 am the populated area of Popasna 

underwent mortar shelling. The representatives of “LPR” attacked the subur-
ban village and the district of train car repair plant.

Territory of HS no. 1 in Popasna
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On Dobrolyubova Street four civilians, including an 11-year old child, suf-
fered because of the shelling.

A mortar shell hit a cyclist who was going along the road. The child was 
wounded near the yard of his own home.

On 13 August the Ukrainian flags were installed over the culture house 
and city administration in the town of Girske. National Guard units entered 
the town and conducted the operation of their own to liberate the settlement 
from the separatists.

On 14 August IAF of LPR attempted to gain control over Popasna, but 
their attempts were thwarted by UAF.

On 19 August the fighters from the “Donbas” battalion created a military 
base in the school building.

September 2014
On 2 September the militants shelled Popasna. The local residents leave 

their homes in great numbers. The lines of train car repair plant were dam-
aged by the shelling.

On 3 September at 1 pm the shelling damaged the territory in the center 
of the town, in particular, near Popasna DDIA.

On 12 September a young woman and her newborn baby were killed as 
a result of shell fragments hitting a passenger bus near Popasna.

On 19 September the military evacuate the local residents from the sert-
tlement of Troitske. The settlement is constantly shelled.

On 26 September the town of Girske was shelled. The attack damaged 
the private houses and apartment buildings.

During that shelling one of the mines exploded near a bus that was 
bringing miners to their workplace. A driver of “Gorskaya” mine was injured, 
another car diver who came under fire had his leg torn off.

Also a man, women and a little child of 2009 year of birth were wounded. 
The man died in the hospital from the wounds.

On 27 September in Popasna the pensions and social benefits started to 
be paid for the first time in months.

On 29 September a school, a boiler house and six private houses along 
Parizhskaya Communa streed were damaged as a result of shelling of the 
village of Troitske. A local resident was wounded.
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On 30 September between 9:35 am and 10 am there was a massive 
shelling of Popasna, near 20 missiles exploded in the town. As a result a local 
resident of 1957 year of birth died of multiple wounds. Two people with shrap-
nel wounds were hospitalized: a woman of 1982 year of birth. and a young 
man of 1990 year of birth.

Also damaged: the buildings of ambulance boxes; the building of “Kolos” 
store on. Pervomaiskaya Street, 83; the building of a printing house on Per-
vomaiskaya Street, 67; the building and windows of kindergarten on Kirova 
Street, 1; railroad platform; the territory of locomotive depot on Dneprovskaya 
Street, 1; the territory of a span of the way of Popasna station on Zavodskaya 
Street; a barn and fence of a housing along Depovskiy lane; the building of 
“Natali” store on Novodepovskiy lane, 1 а; the building of the “Live beer” store 
on Novodepovskiy lane, 2; the residential buildings on Tsiolkovskiy Street, 
21-а, Zavodskaya Street, 124, Kuybysheva Street, 108.

A private car of one of the ambulance drivers has also completely burnt 
down during the fire caused by a rocket that hit the garage.

Between May and September 2014 12 injuries and deaths of civilians as 
a result of shelling were documented.

October 2014
The town of Zolote is under control of Ukrainian authorities, but the local 

residents still can’t receive pensions because of the territorial subordination 
to occupied Pervomaisk. The pensioners go to larger liberated cities to re-
apply for a pension.

On 3 October a shelling damaged the residential buildings situated on 
Dneprovskaya Street (building no. 14 has burnt down), Levanevskiy Street, Za-
vodskaya Street, Sadovaya Street. One shell fell in the town center, between 
a drugstore and “Karina” store. The electricity went out on Mironovskaya Street. 
One person died and other 10 were wounded as a result of this shelling.

On 4 October near 12:40 am the terrorists shelled the train car repair 
plant, at 3:45 pm there was the second shelling, one person died, other 
10 were wounded, three people were severely wounded; the residential buil-
dings and gas pipes were damaged, the town was cut off from gas supply.

On 5 October, between 12 am and 1:25 pm Popasna was shelled again. 
All plant workers had to descend into bomb shelter. The shells hit the district 
of TCRP, Cheremushki, Kapura block.
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The hits were documented on Mezhinskiy Street, Dobrolyubova Street, in 
the boiler room of a kindergarten 9in the area of TCRP), near “Chayka” store 
(CYSS district). One fire source as a result of the impact of the shell was docu-
mented at the factory.

On 6 October near 25 “GRAD” shells hit the town.
Durong the shelling a father and son М* died near their home. The men left 

the basement they were hiding in from the shelling for several days already to 
smoke. That moment a shell hit their yard. Another local resident was wounded.

The residents hide from the shelling in the basements that are used as 
bomb shelters.

From the interview with a local citizen: “We sleep and prepair our food 
here. We got all rags here on our own and we sit here and cry, old people, 
hungry and thirsty”.

According to the local residents, the shelling went from the occupied vil-
lage of Kalinove and the city of Kirovsk.

That shelling damaged the territory of kindergarten no.6 “Dzhereltse”. 
The shell hit a new mini-boiler room. The building’s windows are smashed, the 
playground is destroyed.

There are also reports about a shell hitting a private sector near the chil-
dren’s clinic.

The shells also hit the territory of the subsidiary company “PTCRP”, near 
“Svitanok” store on Lenina Street, on Franko Street and Kanunnikova Street. 
Some of the districts are cut off from gas and electricity supply.

A 53-year old woman was killed near her own home on Sadovaya Street, 
3 as a result of shelling of Zolote-3.

On 8 October none of the stores works in Popasna. At the same time the 
line at the ritual services bureau grows in the town.

On 10 October in the town of Zolote of Popasna district the fighters of the 
National Guard detained an employee of the prosecutore’s office of Slavyano-
serbskiy district on a roadblock, seized his documents and cell phone, then 
took him to the town of Girske, to the boarding school, where he was injured 
and illegally detained him for almost four hours.

As a result of shelling 39-year-old resident of the Popasna Raion died 
while tending his garden.

On 18 October the head of Luhansk region state administration, Gen-
nadiy Moskal, suspended teaching in 12 secondary schools of Luhansk region 
because they were situated on the line of fire and were constantly shelled — 
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in the villages of Trekhizbinka, Chornukhino, Nizhne, Zolote and Toshkivka, 
as well as the urban settlement of Girske in Popasna district.

On 20 October two women exploded on a mine in Popasna district. They 
stepped on a “tripwire” and received serious shrapnel wounds. One of them 
later died in the hospital.

On 26 October the precinct election commissions didn’t open in the 
towns of Popasna, Girske and Zolote of the Popasna Raion because of the 
constant shelling.

On 29 October at 12:00 am the towns of Zolote-2 and Girske were shelled 
from rocket systems of volley fire “Grad”, also the village of Toshkivka was 
shelled, school no. 22 was partially destroyed.

The children left classes half an hour before shelling, therefore there 
were no victims. In total the school had 97 pupils.

On 30 October the village of Novotoshkivka underwent massive shelling 
from “Grads”.

A basement on Bakhmutska Street 
which was used as a cover from the shelling

In the afternoon a large line of armored vehicles and living force of ukrai-
nian National Guard moved along Bakhmutka from Lisichansk towards the 
crossroads that lead to Kirovsk, they fell under enemy fire. The National Gard 
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fired back. As a result of artillery shelling several shells hit between the resi-
dential buildings. One civilian was killed, several buildings were destroyed.

On 31 October all schools in Popasna are closed. Such decision was 
taken in relation with the constant shelling of the town.

November 2014
On 2 November at 6 am and 7:30 am the town of Girske was shelled by 

“Grads”. As a result several apartments of the local residents took damage. 
One of the shells fell in the yard of a local resident on Lenina Street. Another 
shell hit the household on Timiryazeva Street.

On 3 November a special operation to evacuate the guns, ammo and 
personal files of police officers of MIA of Ukraine to a safe place by Donetsk 
railroad was conducted in the town of Popasna.

The operation was conducted by the support group of MIA of Ukraine and 
police patrol service special force battalion “Vinnitsa”.

Between 11 am and 12:30 am the militants once again shelled the town 
of Girske. As the local residents noted, they shot at UAF roadblocks in that 
district from rocket systems of volley fire “GRAD”. Near 50 shells were shot. 
The town took massive damage as a result of the shelling.

Between 10:50 am and 11:05 am from the territory of Pervomaisk 
10 shots from RSVF BM-1 “Grad” were made in the direction of the road-
block near the town of Zolote. As a result of the shelling two private houses 
were damaged on Oktyabrskaya Street and Moskovskaya Street in the town 
of Zolote.

On 4 November between 12:40 am and 1:30 pm a shelling from the town 
of Pervomaisk hit the town of Popasna in the area of Suvorova, Nagornaya 
and Prudnaya Streets. 10 shots were made. Between 5 pm and 5:30 pm the 
militants shelled Popasna another 5 times.

Furthermore, at 2:35 pm 3 shots were made at the roadblock located 
at the exit from Popasna towards the town of Artemovsk from the territory of 
Pervomaisk.

On 6 November the militants shelled the town of Girske twice. The shell-
ing went on between 09:15 am and 09:25 am and between 2:45 pm and 2:55 
pm from the rocket systems of volley fire “GRAD”. Near 70 shots were made. 
As a result of the shelling three private houses were ruined on Oktyabrskaya 
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Street no. 38, no. 44, no. 78. Also one shell fell on the territory of SS no. 15, 
but it didn’t go off.

During the shelling of pontoon crossing across Severskiy Donets a pump 
station in the village of Nizhne was destroyed.

On 8 November the settlement of Novotoshkivske was shelled. The shell-
ing came from the direction of Kirovsk. The local residents report that there 
is no water in the settlement because of the constant shelling, electricity 
is intermittent. The residents of apartment buildings heat their homes with 
burzhuyka stoves. Many residents left their homes because of everyday prob-
lems, only the pensioners and the people that had nowhere to leave remained 
in the settlement.

On 13 November as a result of explosions of mines and shells a 57-year 
old and 18-year old residents of Zolote were injured.

As a result of a shell explosion “Pervomaiskaya” state mine was de-
stroyed: the substation was ruined, the caper was destroyed, the flooding 
began due to the lack of power supply. Before the start of military actions 
near 300 tons of coal of gas group were mined in that mine every day, it had 
near 1200 employees.

The Ministry of Energy and Coal also noted that the water flooding “Per-
vomaiskaya” mine could harm other mines.

On 18 November “Grad” volley fire systems shelled the village of Tosh-
kivka. Several shells hit a multi-storey building on Donetskaya Street, ruining 
the inhabited apartments. Three people died on the spot, four others were 
severely wounded. The wounded people include two children — 5 years old 
and 6 months old.

On 21 November a 60-year old man was killed in the town of Zolote as 
a result of mortar shelling.

On 26 November near 12:00 am approximately the town of Popasna was 
shelled from RSVF “Grad”. The shells hit the residential sector. The buildings 
on Oboronnaya and Levanevskogo Street were damaged, as well as the neigh-
bouring streets. The House of Culture Zheleznodorozhnikov on Pervomaiskaya 
Street caugh fire. The houses on Sovetskaya, Oboronnaya, Komsomolskaya 
Streets were destroyed.

The shells also hit the dormitory where lived the persons displaced from 
Pervomaisk. Two persons were killed, three others were injured.

On 29 November in the morning a residential district of Popasna was 
shelled, buildings 6, 6-а and 10 on Artemovskaya Street, school no. 1 and 



54

kindergarten “Romashka” were damaged. One local pensioner was killed, 
a former policeman, another person was wounded. The damage was dealt 
to a kindergarten, the windows in the school and a residential building were 
broken the gas pipes were ruined.

December 2014
On 4 December between 11:15 am and 11:30 am a shelling of Popasna 

took place. 10 shots were made. The shells hit Pervomaiskaya Street.
On 8 December Popasna underwent another shelling. The shells hit 

Kuybysheva Street, buildings no. 3, no. 6, no. 11 and no. 16 were damaged. 
Gas pipes and power lines were torn. In building no. 16 a woman got shrap-
nel wound. A shell also hit the yard of the building no. 4 on Artemovskaya 
Street. Several hits were reported on Donetskaya Street, 8/1 and in the field 
between the houses, near school no. 1. Vorovskogo Street took damage, the 
shells fell between houses no. 184 and 186.

The administrative and commercial buildings of ООО “Popasna-Agro” 
took damage, power lines on five streets are torn, water and gas pipelines 
work with interruptions. During the shelling a 43-year old woman was injured 
by fragments.

The children’s camp “Salute” was subjected to shelling.
On 24 December near 5 am the town of Girske underwent a shelling. 

The shells exploded on Zelenaya Street, damaging three private houses.
On 27 December an 89-year old pensioner woman received shrapnel 

head injury in her own house on Orjonikize Street as a result of shelling of the 
town of Zolote.

January 2015
On 1 January in the evening the artillery and “Grad” shells damaged two 

residential buildings in Girske.
In Sonyachniy district (Zolote) one of the shells hit a multi-storey building, 

destroying an entrance. A shell exploded on the playground near house no. 4; 
a huge funnel near house no. 8. Two children were injured by glass shards

Shockwaves from the shells in Zolote damaged several multi-storey build-
ings, as well as city council and multidisciplinary gymnasium.
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On 3 January a woman is injured in Popasna as a result of a shell hitting 
her house and her house is destroyed.

On 7 January the village of Nizhne was shelled by “Grads”. A missile hit 
an apartment building on Shkolnaya Street, 11.

On 14 January a woman travelling along a country road fdrom Lisichansk 
to Stakhanov was shelled near the town of Zolote-4.

On 16 January at 10 pm a mortar shelling took place from the direction 
of Pervomaisk directed at Pervomaiskaya Street in Popasna. Also there was 
a shelling in the direction of Popasna from the direction of the town of Irmino 
at 11:27 pm. “Grad” shells fell on 8 Marta, Pochtovaya and Svetlanovskaya 
Streets.

On 17 January a powerful shelling of Popasna from rocket systems of 
volley fire “Grad” took place. The shells exploded in the residential blocks, 
microdistrict “Cheremushki” suffered the most. Four more stores and a drug-
store were damaged. A man of 1957 year of birth died on the spot. “Right on 
the spot — a corpse, his head was blown away, that man’s on the station, and 
other lethal ones, too, one was brought to Artemovsk, he died there”, — says 
the senior paramedic of ambulance station, Lyubov Malovichko.

Four other civilians were wounded. Later one of the victims, of 
1958 year of birth, died in the hospital in Bakhmut. The man’s head was 
injured by a fragment on a bus stop.

Furthermore, the shells ruptured the gas pipes, because of that the gas 
was cut off for six hundred of consumers.

On 18 January at 11.30 am an artillery shelling of the village of Toshkivka 
took place from the direction of the town of Kirovsk. As a result of the shell-
ing three houses were damaged on Michurina Street and two apartments in 
a house on Chuprik Street.

On 21 January the town of Zolote was shelled. The fire came from the 
direction of Pervomaisk. Near 40 rocket shells were shot, some of them hit the 
residential blocks. One woman died as a result of the shelling, another one, of 
1963 year of birth, sustained heavy injuries.

On 21 January an intensive shelling of the village of Nizhne took place. 
Direct hits to the residential buildings, three of them can’t be restored.

In Popasna the residential buildings on Severnaya, Lenina and Donets-
kaya Streets tookm damage, a water tower was broken and the railway line 
“Popasna-Komyshuvakha was ruined”. Shockwaves from the shells broke 
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windows and doors at secondary school, one microdistrict of the town re-
mains without electricity.

On 22 January two mortar shellings came from the direction of Per-
vomaisk to the direction of Popasna. There were 35 volleys. The shelling 
damaged building no.100 on Vorovskogo Street. Also at 10:10 am there was 
an artillery shelling of an UAF roadblock near Popasna from the direction of 
Kirovsk. 40 shots were made.

On 23 January the residents of Popasna leave their homes in great num-
bers because of constant shelling. They say that there wasn’ such massive 
shelling even on 20s of July 2014. “Those basements of ours — the rooms, 
we only installed a door to be warmer, there is a power socket, electric stove, 
that’s how we warm ourselves”, — say the local residents.

On 23 January the militants again attempted to assault the positions of 
ATO forces in the area of the village of Troitske of Luhansk region. As a result 
of the attack several buildings are damaged and destroyed, one of the shells 
hit the school.

On 24 January three of the residents are dead and four others are in-
jured in Popasna as a result of shelling from RSVF “Grad” from the direction 
of Pervomaisk.

In the town of Girske the windows are broken in the hospital on Cherny-
shevskogo Street as a result of the explosioin of a shell. Furthermore, several 
houses took damage on Filatova, Schorsa and Zapadnaya Streets. Mobile 
connection is unstable the entire day.

Near Zolote a 30-year-old resident of Pervomaisk was wounded trying to 
drive into territory controlled by Ukraine bypassing the roadblock, along a field 
road. He was shot at from the assault rifles.

In the village of Troitske a 58-year old man died from the explosion of 
a landmine.

On 25 January Novotoshkivske district was shelled: a shell hit a three-
storey building, destroying and damaging several apartments, three more 
shells fell nearby, destroying the garages. Also a shell hit a two-storey 
building on Teatralnaya Street. The second floor of the house was almost 
completely ruined. Another shell exploded in the school yard. Almost all 
doors and windows were broken. The settlement remained without electri-
city and water.

On 25 January the shrapnel from a “Grad” rocket mortally wounded 
a 50-year old man.
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On 26 January in Popasna two civilians died, two more are injured as 
a result of a shelling by the militants. There were direct hits to multi-storey 
buildings, the apartments were damaged and destroyed, one of the shells hit 
the secondary school no.1. Blast waves smashed the windows and doors on 
the building of Ukrtelecom, there is no light, heat or water on several streets 
due to the breaches of power lines and damage to gas pipeline.

On 26 January the authorities of Luhansk region take decision to im-
mediately evacuate the children because of systemic shelling. The people are 
brought to the settlement of Lisichanskiy of Maloryazantsevskiy village council 
of Popasna district and temporarily settled in the school and dispensary.

On 27 January at around 5 am the militants shelled the residential dis-
tricts of Girske. The shells damaged the houses along Lenina and Frunze 
Streets.

Two local residents were shell-shocked as a result of shelling. The houses 
were damaged on Pavlova and Mendeleeva Streets, the infrastructure was 
broken.

On 27 January Popasna survived more than 10 shellings from “Grads”, 
artillery and mortars, two residents were killed. Train car repair plant was 
stopped. The private sector sustained heavy damage: 5 buildings were com-
pletely destroyed and near 40 sustained various degrees of damage.

On 28 January two women died in the town due to the shelling — 75-year 
old woman (a shell hit her house on Pavlova Street) and 70-year old woman 
(a shell fell on Mendeleeva Street). Six other people got shrapnel wounds.

“Today it’s the 7th day of constant shelling. Last night we were not bom-
barded for near 4 hours, and yesterday “Grad” massively shelled residential 
districts of the city. If we had several good micro-districts, where the bombs 
didn’t fall, those were the center of the town and “TCRP” micro-district, but 
yesterday TCRP was heavily shelled, the private sectror was severely dam-
aged. 5 houses were completely ruined and 40 more damaged to some 
extent. One woman died on the spot, one is in the hospital and 6 other people 
have various injuries”, — said local residents in the interviews.

On 29 January at 11:20 am Popasna was shelled again. The shells of 
RSVF “Grad” fell in the residential block. The buildings were damaged on 
Scherbakova Street, Zapadnaya Street, Kosmodemyanskaya Street. The direc-
tion of funnels indicates that shelling came from the direction of Pervomaisk.

Due to the constant shelling 32 people were evacuated from psychoneu-
rological boarding house situated in Popasna.
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An apartment building in Popasna district destroyed by the shelling

They were brought to psychoneurological boarding house in Dmitrovka 
near Novoaydar.
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A third part of the patients were evacuated from the hospital in Popasna, 
near 70 people remained.

As a result of a shell hitting a house no. 54 on Scherbakova Street the 
house’s owner of 1972 year of birth was killed.

The windows were damaged in the building of STP of MDMIA on Nekra-
sova Street and building no. 68 on Matrosova Street.

On 30 January two bodies of civilians were taken from under the rubble. 
Four others are injured. The destructions — three buildings are destroyed com-
pletely, 10 more partially Railway station and railroad is damaged.

On 30 January the shelling of Troitske goes on for a week. Many houses 
are destroyed, the remaining residents don’t leave their houses. “We’re in 
the basement since the last Wednesday. We slept on potatoes, fully clothed. 
“Grad” shells are sticking along the road. The cattle cries, the huts are broken. 
They say, many people remained, maybe, even children”, from the interview 
with a local resident.

A 40-year old man killed by shrapnel spent 5 days in the basement of 
house no.15 on Krasnaya Street. His parents, wife and children were in the 
basement with him. It was impossible to take and bury the body at once.

The town of Girske was shelled by “Grads”. The shells fell on Tyulenina 
Street, 15, Donetskaya and Sovkhoznaya Streets.

Zolote received 20 shots from artillery weapons. The shells exploded 
in the private sector, damaging an apartment building in Solnechniy block. 
Furthermore, the blast waves smashed the windows in the village secondary 
school and the building of village council. Two children of 2001 and 2012 year 
of birth received light injuries as a result of the shelling.

Novotoshkivske remained cut off from the territory controlled by Ukraine, 
as a result of hostilities for roadblocks no. 31 and 29. From behind the fog the 
militants continue chaotic shooting and shelled near half of the village.

Near 300 people remained in the village. None of the stores is working. 
People run out of food. There is no electricity or water in the village. The hostili-
ties make it impossible to send emergency brigades. More than 2000 people 
resided in Novotoshkivske as of 2014 before the start of the hostilities.

On 31 January two local residents died in Popasna, several more people 
were injured. Of 22 thousands of residents near 5 thousands remain in the 
town. Most of those who remained reside in the basements.
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February 2015
On 1 February a residential building is destroyed in Popasna on Push-

kina Street, its 45-year-old owner died under the rubble, The 44-year old man 
received serious wounds. The shells hit the area of TCRP. The houses no. 13, 
15, 17 on Shevtsovaya Street and several houses on a neighbouring street 
down the road were damaged. The building of the local bakery caught fire, as 
well as houses 38–40 on 60 let of Oktyabria Street and the houses on Chapa-
yeva Street (across the street from HCS). “Grad” shells fell on Pervomaiskaya 
Street, Suvoirova and Herzena Streets. The shelling damaged the building of 
Popasna district police department and the windows in the building of Po-
pasna district court.

On 3 February several dozens of rockets exploded in the center of the 
village of Novotoshkivske situated near UAF roadblock no.29. There were 
direct hits to the residential buildings, the school and stores. Several facilities 
were completely destroyed and burnt down, others are seriously damaged. 
Two local residents, 63 and 74 years old, died of shrapnel wounds, another 
man (75 years old) was injured. It was impossible to restore electricity 
and central water supply in the settlement. Near 400 people remained in 
Novotoshkivske.

On 3 February in the evening an artillery shell hit a residential house in 
Popasna, 77-year old owner died on the spot. Her body was excavated from 
under the rubble only on the next day. Her husband also died.

On that same day a mother and her son died in the town due to the shelling.
On 5 February a puimpstation of “Luhanskvoda” enterprise was de-

stroyed in Popasna.
On 8 February the militants shelled UAF roadblocks five times. As a result 

of the shelling a local citizen of 1957 year of birth was killed.
On 10 February the militants conduct a massive shelling of Novotosh-

kivske. The town is hit by mortars. The shelling comes from the town of Kirovsk 
occupied by the militants, which is located in five km from Novotoshkivske. 
The houses are destroyed in the town, the infrastructure is ruined, the shells 
damaged the school, there were almost no stores left.

On 10 February the village of Toshkivka was shelled by RSVF “Tornado-G”. 
As a result of the shelling two houses are destroyed, several residential build-
ings are damaged, 2 people are injured. The shells fell on Vostochnaya, 
Donetskaya and Sportivnaya Streets.
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On 10 February Chornukhino and Troitske became completely cut off 
from the outside world as a result of combat actions.

On 11 February a local man died as a result of explosion, three people 
were injured. Most of the town remains without electricity, water and gas. 
The remaining residents have to remain in basements all the time.

On 12 February a woman was killed in Popasna during artillery shelling, 
5 local residents were injured.

The body of a local resident was found near Novotoshkivske with shrap-
nel wounds. The man exploded on a tripwire.

On 14 February SSU officers detained a resident of the village of Toshkiv-
ka who supposedly corrected the militants’ artillery shelling of her own village.

The gas main was damaged as a result of shelling of Novotoshkivske. 
Several populated areas were left without gas: Popasna, Girske, Zolote, 
Nizhne, Svetlichne.

On 15 February a shelling damaged a store in Popasna, damaged the 
roofs of a clinic, a house on Pionerskaya Street was destroyed, an 87-year old 
man and 69-year old woman died there under the rubble.

On 16 February a shelling of Popasna damaged the area of TCRP, Kosmi-
cheskaya Street, Severnaya, Lugovaya, Kievskaya, Makushkina, Ostrovskogo, 
Teatralnaya Streets, central market, café “Skazka”.

On 24 February Ordzhonikize, Steklozavodskaya, Kuybysheva Street, 
Shkolniy lane and locomotive depot took damage as a result of shelling of 
Popasna.

On 27 February the head of Luhansk region state administration, Gennadiy 
Moskal, applied to the President of Ukraine, Petr Poroshenko asking to create 
Luhansk region civil and military administration, as well as Stolichno-Luhansk 
district civil and military administration, Popasna district civil and military ad-
ministration and Novoaydarskiy district civil and military administration.

March 2015
On 2 March in Popasna the secondary schools partially resumed func-

tioning. In total 28 schools resumed functioning in the district. In several 
peaceful days the classes were prepared to admit children. The windows were 
glazed, heat supply was partially restored.

Three schools in the district remain closed: in the village of Troitske the 
school didn’t open because it sustained significant damage and the children 
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were evacuated; in the village of Golubivka — since that territory is considered 
occupied; In the town of Zolote there is no connection with the school.

By this period, 953 private houses were damaged in Popasna from hostili-
ties, 38 of them are completely destroyed. 104 apartment buildings sustained 
damage, 14 of them took severe damage. There is information about 45 de-
ceased civilians and 98 injured.

On 2 March the militants destroyed the temple of Saint Trinity built in 
1840 in the village of Troitske. The shells hit the building itself, smashed the 
roof and exploded inside. The altar was destroyed, the icons were hit by shrap-
nel, the holy books were burnt.

On 6 March the employees of “Ukrposhta” accompanied by armed guards 
brought pension to the local residents of the village of Troitske. The debt for 
January, February and March was completely repaid. People also received 
pension for July 2014.

On 9 March in Ustinivka a 13-year-old boy exploded on a detonator.
On 10 March the town transport resumed functioning in Popasna. 

The route “Popasna-Gorsk” started working.
On 13 March the first Pirogov voluntary mobile hospital started function-

ing. A severe lack of medics remains in the town.

The bridge at the entrance to Popasna destroyed by the shelling
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On 17 March the railroad was blown up near Popasna. As a result of 
the incident one of the few routes that allowed to carry out the railway cargo 
transportation between the freed and occupied parts of Donbas was blocked.

Between the village of Novoolexandrivka and Popasna a 49-year-old 
man who tried to walk from the occupied territory to the territory controlled by 
Ukraine exploded on a tripwire.

On 20 march the restoration of the kindergartens and schools goes on in 
Popasna, and the residednts stay in line to pay for utilities. Meanwhile, there 
remains a problem with the supply of food to the town. The military don’t let 
the food trucks pass. They demand the certificates stating that an entrepre-
neur works in the town issued by the town council.

On 22 March the repairs start in Cheremushki microdistrict. Also the lo-
cal residents dismantle the rubble and clean the streets together.

The town of Zolote was divided according to Minsk agreements. Now the 
populated area is divided between the controlled territory and the so-called 
“LPR”. The conditional line of demarcation laid along the railway behind which 
remains the town of Zolote-5. The residents are not thrilled by that innovation. 
“They torn one town in two parts like that: the children are here, the parents 
are there, or the parents are here, the children are there. This also causes 
problems for the people who wish to visit a hospital or a drugstore — they all 
come here” — from the interview with a local resident.

On 27 March the gas distribution station “Karbonit” in Zolote-1 was 
shelled. As a result of the shelling the station caught fire and the gas supply 
was cut along Tsvetochnaya and Solnechnaya Streets.

On 29 March the village of Novoolexandrivka was shelled, 10 houses 
were destroyed, several residents were injured.

April 2015
On 3 April the management of Oschadbank allocated UAH 100 thou-

sands to repair the destroyed school in Novotoshkivka.
On 5 April the village of Troitske remained the only settlement of Luhansk 

region without electricity.
On 6 April one settlement joined the territory of Luhansk region con-

trolled by Ukraine — Katerinivka of Popasna Raion. The village remained in 
the “grey zone” for a long time. It didn’t have UAF unit or “LPR” militants. 
Katerinivka legally belonged to Berezovskiy village council located on the oc-
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cupied territory, therefore the village was cut off from funding. The state flag 
of Ukraine was installed on the building in the center. Currently 162 local 
residents and 32 displaced persons reside in the village. There are near 20 
children that are left without educatuion, since the school remains on the 
occupied territory.

On 25 April at 9 am the duty punit of line department on Popasna station 
received a report from the railroad workers stating that at 7:20 am there was 
an explosion on the territory uncontrolled by Ukraine under a shuntive locomo-
tive. Two railroad workers were injured.

On 30 April in Zolote a civilian exploded on a tripwire, a 38-year old resi-
dent of Luhansk.

May 2015
On 2 May the village of Novotoshkivske was shelled. Several shells and 

mines landed in the center of the village and fell near the trade center that 
had been ruined before and the water tower.

The village of Orekhovo officially joined Girskiy city council controlled by 
Ukraine.

On 8 May Luhansk region prosecutor’s office reported about its suspicion 
about the former mayor of Zolote town, Vladimir Kochevenko organizing a ref-
erendum on 11 May 2014. On 12 May he was detained by SSU in Mariupol.

On 13 May the last junction was closed in the town of Zolote under the 
orders from the Governor, Gennadiy Moskal.

Only the local residents are allowed to enter Zolote. Those who arrived 
before the introduction of the limitation became blocked. They couldn’t return 
to the occupied territory.

“We’re not allowed there, those ones are not allowed here without passes 
and that’s it — live as you can”, — from the interview with a local resident.

It is only possible to visit the occupied territory of Luhansk region on foot 
or on bycicle. The closest checkpoint is in Artemivsk in Donetsk region. That’s 
approximately 100 km one way. The people are outraged and the officials pro-
vide justifications. Like, they are trying to fight smuggling.

On 15 May the town of Girske was shelled from mortars.
On 22 May the village of Troitske was shelled, as a result six residential 

buildings were damaged.
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On 27 May at 4 am the militants shelled the residential area of Popasna. 
One of the mines hit the residential building no.177 on Vorovskogo Street. 
The house burnt down. Its owner, a 55-year old woman who was hiding in the 
basement, was killed.

The water tower damaged by the shelling 
in Cheremushki block in Popasna
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June 2015
On 1 June the village of Katerinivka was officially included as a part of 

the town of Zolote in Popasna district. During the hostilities 13 houses are 
damaged in Katerinivka, three of them are destroyed. Two people were killed 
due to the shelling, including a 7-year-old boy.

On 5 June during the performance of agricultural work in the field in 
the village of Volcheyarivka the driver of a tractor “MT 382” that belonged to 
OOO “Stan” exploded on a detonator.

On 6 June the militants prohibited the residents of the occupied village of 
Novoolexandrivka on the line of demarcation to leave the village.

In Katerinivka a shepherd exploded on a hand-made tripwire. A 54-year 
old local resident was leading a herd of cows to a pasture towards Popasna 
and accidentally activated a tripwire with the grenade that went off.

On 10 June the militants of “LPR” blocked the junction in the village of 
Rodina. The armed persons do not let pedestrians, cyclists and cars through.

On 12 June near 2 am the railroad overpass was blown up near Popasna.
On 14 June the artillery shells destroyed two private houses in the town 

of Zolote. One house was empty, and a woman was hiding with her child in the 
second house, but they had time to hide in the basement.

On 16 June an 83-year old resident of Novotoshkivske exploded on 
a mine.

On 18 June a local resident died during a shelling of Troitske.
On 19 June Popasna was shelled from ”Grad” systems. There were direct 

hits to two-storey and five-storey houses on Mironovskaya Street.
On 20 June approximately at 4:30 pm a car bridge across Luhan river was 

blown up, it was situated between Osipyan and Frunze Street in the village of 
Troitske.

as a result of the detonation of the bridge on the outskirts of Troitske the 
passage of vehicles to that village was blocked.

July 2015
On 2 July the state budget allocated UAH 10 789 886 to restore the in-

frastructure of Popasna.
Of this money UAH 3 806 846 are planned to be spent to restore dozens 

of apartment buildings that suffered the most from the shellings.



67

Almost seven million hrivnyas will; be directed to repair the roads, and 
near 150 000 — for external lighting.

A repaired entrance in an apartment building 
on Mironovska Street in Popasna
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On 17 July near 8 pm during the shelling of exploded in the yard of a pri-
vate house where lived a family with many children.

As a result of the shelling a local citizen got shrapnel wounds.
On 19 July Popasna was shelled, as a result there were direct hits to 

two-storey and five-storey houses on Mironovskaya Street that led to their 
damaging. They had been recently repaired before that.

On 31 July the village of Toshkivka was shelled, as a result of which 
a 23-year old young man got shrapnel wounds. Furthermore, the roof fell on 
an elderly woman in the neighbouring house, as a result she received face 
injuries.

6 other houses were damaged, three of them are completely ruined 
(Michurina and Gorkogo Streets). Power and gas supply lines are ruined on 
several streets.

August 2015
On 7 August between 2:20 am and 2:40 am the militants of LPR con-

ducted an artillery shelling of the outskirts of Popasna.
According to local residents, the shells exploded in the area of train car 

repair plant and the nearby cottages. Building no.6 on Mendeleeva Street 
and a house on Sholokhova Street were damaged, the gas pipes were broken 
in the latter.

On 8 August a worker of construction ground for the fortifications ex-
ploded on a tripwire in the village of Bobrovo.

On 15 August the local residents of Zolote-4 report that there is an unof-
ficial point of transfer to occupied Pervomaisk near the village.

According to the people, more than 200 people go through it every day to 
the local market from the territories occupied by LPR militants.

People cross the line of demarcation along the path through a minefield. 
The militants allow only those who are registered there to pass from the freed 
part of the territory to the occupied territory, as they say.

On 17 August in the town of Zolote-4 during the shelling one of the mines 
fell on a playground.

On 21 August Popasnayya was shelled for three hours. As a result the 
residents of two streets remained without electricity and gas. One of the 
shells fell near the house of executive committee and hit the building with 
shrapnel.
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Zolote-4 underwent massive mortar shelling that damaged two houses 
on Pavlika Morozova Street that had been hit by the shells before. One man 
was wounded.

On 27 August the village of Orekhovo was shelled. The shell ignited 
the summer kitchen on Centralnaya Street. The glass shards wounded 
an elderly man.

October 2015
On 6 October a group of armed people with chevrons of “Dnepr-1” 

conducted searches in the houses of the residents of Troitske. During the 
searches each resident’s documents were checked. “If someone didn’t open 
the door for them they used force to enter the houses, they broke the doors 
and windows”, — states the report of OSCE SMM.

On 7 October the guard of the church of Three Universal Saints in Po-
pasna, Zh. was shot by a Ukrainian soldier. The autopsy indicated that the 
body had seven bullets from Makarov pistol: he was hit in the temple, chin, 
neck, hip and arm.

On 10 October the representatives of self-proclaimed “LPR” occupied 
several facilities of the enterprise “Pervomaiskaya” mine of SE “Pervomaisku-
gol” in Zolote-5.

On 14 October in the town of Zolote-4 a 44-year-old electrician, a resident 
of the village of Katerinovka, was lethally wounded as a result of the detona-
tion of an explosive device. The deceased man worked as an electrician in the 
mine, therefore that day he was conducting a check of overhead power lines to 
discover the damage.

On 19 October a woman exploded on a tripwire near the town of Girske.

January 2016
An unofficial checkpoint between the controlled and uncontrolled terri-

tory operates in Popasna. “The road of life” — that’s how the local residents 
call the illegal paths that connect them. In the area of Bakhmutskaya Street 
the people from the occupied towns of Pervomaisk, Stakhaniv, Alchevsk and 
other settlements enter the town to ensure their existence. Risking their lives 
the people go to get the food, medicines, to visit the Pension Fund, the hospi-
tal and to deal with other life problems.
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February 2016
The preparatiuon to open a CIOP in Zolote is going on. An unofficial 

checkpoint from the occupied territories continues to function actively near 
the town. The police notes that a constant pedestrian flow goes to the territory 
controlled by the Government in the morning. After the dinner and before the 
end of the day that flaw returns to the territory controlled by the militants.

On 11 February Gorskaya mine is on the verge of closure. The government 
doesn’t have money to launch a new drift. The miners are left without governmen-
tal support. The wages are almost twice smaller and are paid with interruptions.

On 18 February the militants occupied the village of Novoolexandrivka 
that had been in the “grey area” before.

On 23 February a meeting was held between the management of Luhansk 
region CMA and the representatives of Special Monitoring Mission of OSCE in 
Ukraine who are ready to organize an additional office of the Mission in the 
Popasna Raion in relation to the planned opening of CIOP.

March 2016
On 29 March two civilians were wounded as a result of shooting: one — in 

the village of Novoolexandrivka from a sniper shot, another — in the village of 
Troitske as a result of the detonation of an explosive device.

On 31 March the region authorities together with border guards opened 
CIOP “Zolote”. The first pedestrians and cars went in the direction of uncon-
trolled territory. But soon afterwards the cars returned — it turned out that 
the road on the side of self-proclaimed “LPR” is blocked by a concrete fence. 
The civilians who wished to cross the checkpoint were denied — they were said 
that there were no orders to let anyone through.

It was reported about possible provocations on the new CIOP “Zolote” in 
the self-proclaimed “LPR” in the morning of 31 March and the residents were 
advised to wait with crossing the line of demarcation.

Near 5 pm MSS of the self-proclaimed LPR made a statement related to 
the opening of “Zolote” checkpoint.

“Today, on 31 March 2016, Ukraine unilaterally opened a car checkpoint 
in the town of Zolote of Luhansk region.

This action wasn’t agreed upon with the government of Luhansk People’s 
Republic and has a provocative nature. Furthermore, the bridge they are going 
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to use to let the cars through is not ready in technical and engineering way to 
serve as a corridor for the cars.

It should also be taken into account that the nearest territory of the checkpoint 
is not cleared from mines and contains a great number of tripwires and landmines 
that could lead to deaths of civilians while crossing the line of demarcation.

Despite that the Ukrainian side, while accusing LPR in the reluctance to 
keep to the terms of Minsk agreements, keeps endangering the lives of its 
own citizens”, — stated the self-proclaimed “LPR”.

CIOP “Zolote” does not work as of November 2017.

The territory of the idle checkpoint “Zolote”

Between August 2015 and March 2016 39 apartment buildings in Novo-
toshkivske are restored. The building of the local school is partially restored 
in the same timespan. The local residents assure the monitors that the funds 
allocated to restore the local housing are plundered by the local authorities.

April 2016
On 8 April the mayor of Popasna, Yuriy Onischenko received the announce-

ment about suspicions in relation to holding the separatist “referendums”. 
The Security Service has documented the illegal activity of the town head who 
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organized the so-called “referendum” in March-May 2014, and himself read 
aloud the decision of region council to hoild this “referendum”.

On 14 April the local residents prepare a rally in support of the town head.
On 15 April in the village of Troitske a local resident exploded on a trip-

wire in his own yard.

May 2016
On 10 May the court sentenced the ex-mayor of the town of Zolote 

Vladimir Kochevenko to two years of imprisonment for the organization of 
“referendum” about the proclamation of “LPR”

On 13 May the local residents of the village of Troitske showed the SMM 
monitors the trap mines near residential buildings.

On 13 May the patients who were evacuated in the period of active hos-
tilities in 2015 were brought back to psychoneurological boarding house. 
The damaged blocks are repaired by the employees of the boarding house. 
The main problem of the boarding house is the transport, since the ambu-
lance cars were dectroyed during hostilities.

On 23 May a woman of 1966 year of birth exploded on a tripwire in the 
area of Troitske and Kalinove. Diagnosed with a mine-blast injury, multiple 
shrapnel injuries of the head, body, limbs, fractured bones of the left shin, 
injury of the left eye, traumatic shock she was hospitalized to the intensive 
care unit of Titov CTH.

June 2016
On 8 June in the village of Novotoshkivske the local authorities launched 

the program “Humanitarian aid for work”. Working for the well-being of the 
village the residents receive money on their cards and can buy food and 
household chemicals in one of the stores of Lisichansk.

On 9 June the residents of Troitske express their concern in relation with 
UAF soldiers moving in the private houses, and they demand the specific ac-
tions to clear the territories from the landmines.

OSCE SMM promotes the dialogue between the residents and UAF bat-
talion commander the aim of which was to raise the awareness level about the 
mine danger among the local population. The atmosphere of the conversation 
was tense, since the residents expressed their dissatisfaction with the mine 
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traps in the residential buildings, the general situation with security and the 
fact that the soldiers move into the residential buildings. The local residents 
told the representatives of SMM about several cases of the military moving in 
the houses.

On 17 June two teenagers of 2006 year of birth were injured by the detona-
tion of the fuse of the grenade that they found in the park in the town of Popasna.

On 18 June three residents were killed and two others were injured during 
a drunk fight between Ukrainian soldiers in the town of Popasna.

On 30 June according to OSCE SMM the residents of Zolote-4 and 
Zolote-5 live without electricity and water supply for two months.

July 2016
On 12 July in Novotoshkivske the forces of ATO conducted “a complex of 

activities to identify the persons involved in illegal armed formations”.
The employees of Popasnyanakiy police department together with the 

units of Security Service of Ukraine and the representatives of civil and mili-
tary administration participated in the events.

The law-enforcement officers also searched for the persons involved in 
illegal drug trafficking and looked for illegal items and substances.

On 15 July a 61-year old woman blown up on an explosive device in the 
“grey zone” in the district of Zolote-4.

On 17 July the repair works are finished in the kindergarten facilities of 
the secondary school in the village of Troitske.

On 19 July a stray shard hit the stomach of a 61-year old town resident 
on Berestovaya Street. Alsoi the shelling damaged a house roof on Push-
kina Street. The owners were hiding in the basement, they didn’t sustain 
injuries.

In the area of Zolote a married couple displaced from Alchevsk exploded 
on a tripwire — a man of 1964 year of birth and a woman of 1970 year of birth.

August 2016
On 2 August a shelling damaged a house in Troitske.
On 16 August in the village of Vrubovka five residential buildings were 

damaged as a result of the shelling, one five-storey building was destroyed.



74

On 17 August in the town of Popasna the sappers intentionally deto-
nated a water tower that supplied water to the residents of Cheremushki 
microdistrict.

It is planned to build two new towers in the place of the destroyed one. 
The money for demolition and building was allocated by International Red 
Cross.

According to the officials of Popasna district, in the “calm” period they 
managfed to restore near 80–90% of the damaged housing. in the apartment 
buildings, mostly, the finishing work is either unfinished or not started yet.

In Popasna 58 houses were completely destroyed in the active stage of 
hostilities. Near two thousand houses were damaged.

On 22 August the ambulance refused to come to in Zolote-4 because 
of the hostilities in that region, as a result a local resident died of a bullet 
wound. Near 10 pm a 58-year-old woman received a gunshot wound. She 
died at 10:20 pm because the bullet went through her right arm into her 
chest. According to the interviewed person, the son of the deceased woman, 
he called the ambulance but it refused to come because of the hostilities in 
that area.

On 23 August in Zolote-4 the residents gathered for a spontaneous rally 
near UAF roadblock on the entrance to the town.

According to the report, near 30 local residents participated in the rally, 
mostly women. People explained that ehy were really frightened by the shell-
ing at night and the death of an elderly woman.

The people demand Ukrainian military to leave Zolote-4. Many of the 
residents that came for the rally stated that allegedly the town was shelled at 
night by UAF soldiers.

September 2016
On 7 September the agreement about the launch of the railroad transfers 

was reached in Minsk within the framework of operations of economic subgroup.
The participants also discussed the final restoration and launch of Niki-

tivka — Mayorsk span. The functioning of those two directions is necessary to 
supply coal to Ukrainian HPP.

On 18 September the protection membranes and sandwich-panels were 
installed on the windows in the schools of Novotoshkivske and Zolote. It will 
help to protect the lives and health of the schoolchildren during the shellings.
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In a year the security of eight educational institutions on the demarcation 
line was improved with the financial support of the International Committee 
of Red Cross.

On 22 September within the framework of operations of international 
agreements the deputy head of Luhansk RSA Yuriy Klimenko held a meeting 
in Popasna about a possibility to launch the railroad connection “Kadievka-
Popasna” and arrange for the cargo checkpoint. It was admitted that more 
than 90% of the railroad is in satisfactory condition. The railroad span “Po-
pasnsya-Maryevka”, was repaired, 8 damages were discovered. The decision 
was made to start the emergency repair works on that span on 21 September 
2016, they should be finished in approximately a week.

On 26 September 2016 ООО “LEO”, motivating their actions by the ar-
rears in payment for the electricity, switched off the production sites of CE 
“Popasna Raion Vodokanal”.

It endangered the possibility to supply high-quality water to the consum-
ers that included 24 objects of social sphere, including 12 kindergartens, 
8 secondary schools, 4 medical institutions.

On 30 September the prosecutor’s office of Luhansk region opens 
criminal proceedings on the fact of shutdown of power supply by monopolist 
organization ООО “LEO” to production sites of CE “Popasna Rayonniy Vodo-
kanal”. The proceedings were opened on the fact of abuse of power by the 
officials of ООО “LEO” that caused grave consequences.

October 2016
On 1 October near Zolote there was a division of sides to the specific 

positions designated by the representatives of OSCE. After the correspond-
ing signal the military serving on the observation posts retreated to certain 
milestones.

On 7 October according to the information of OSCE the representatives of 
UAF reported to SMM that the works to clear the territory from the landmines 
will not be conducted because the military are not allowed to remain on division 
sectors.

Meanwhile on the occupied territory of the Zolote-Pervomaisk corridor 
the militants on the roadblock reported to the monitors from SMM about the 
lack of information about a possible opening of the corridor and demining 
orders.
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The head of Popasna district civil and military administration, Valeriy 
Kulikov, stated that after two years of idling the workers started to restore 
the railway track on the span Popasna-Kadievka (Stakhanov), its opening was 
discussed by the participants of three-side meeting in Minsk. They talked 
about the restoration and launch of railway cargo shipping, not the passenger 
traffic.

Meanwhile the situation on “Gorskaya” mine was worsening. The work-
ers’ wages are not paid for two months already. The miners faint from hunger.

After the hostilities in the area of Popasnoye-Zolote four mines of “Pervo-
maiskugol” holding remain on the territory controlled by Ukraine,.

On 15 October a resident of the town of Zolote was injured by shrapnel 
in his own house.

On 16 October the front side of central district hospital was damaged 
as a result of the shelling of Popasna, the windows were smashed, a shell 
exploded in the hospital yard. Another explosion damaged a gas distribution 
station. The shelling also damaged the buildings along Tsiolkovskogo Street. 
In particular, a shell hit the roof of a residential building that resulted in dam-
age to the bearing structures and a flat.

On 25 October a 15-year old boy received mine-blast injury of cheekbone 
area as a result of the explosion of a shell in the yard of a building on Gagarina 
Street. Also the explosions damaged two houses, garage door, the fence, win-
dows, summer kitchen and the car, VAZ 2109 on Gagarina Street.

At the same time, as a result of shelling, the outbuildings burnt down on 
Kievskaya Street, garage door is damaged, as well as a fence on Kievskaya 
Street, a water pump station, the windows in 5-storey house and the car, VAZ 
2199 that was parked near the house.

November 2016
On 9 November a resident of Zolote was injured when he exploded on an 

unspecified object.
On 12 November in the morning the residential area of “Krinichnoye” gar-

dens near the town of Popasna underwent a shelling. A house was destroyed 
as a result of the direct hit and the power line was damaged, as a result the 
residential block is fully depowered.

On 23 November Ukrainian border guards started to give clearance to 
people and vehicles to move through “Zolote” check-in/out point.
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However, the Ukrainian side doesn’t guarantee that people and vehicles 
are left through from the other side of the line of demarcation. Therefore, we 
are not talking about resuming a full-fledged passage.

In their turn, the representatives of self-proclaimed “LPR” didn’t let the 
people and vehicles through.

The militants of “LPR” do not wish to open the checkpoint in Zolote and 
insist on opening the checkpoint in the town of Schastya. Since, according 
to them, the road connecting Zolote and Pervomaisk is allegedly in disrepair. 
At the same time, OSCE monitors state that recently they for the first time 
could move along the road connecting pre-front town of Zolote in Luhansk re-
gion with the town of Pervomaisk occupied by the militants of “LPR”, namely 
the sp;ot where the movement of vehicles is planned in relation with opening 
of CIOP “Zolote”.

On 23 November the management of Luhansk RCMA addresses the in-
ternational organizations asking to influence the situation around the CIOP 
of “Zolote”.

The three-side contact group had previously agreed to open CIOP “Zo-
lote” in Luhansk region before 10 December 2016. On 28 November the head 
of the militants of self-proclaimed “LPR”, Igor Plotnitskiy, explained the reluc-
tance to open the checkpoint across the line of demarcation in the area of 
Pervomaisk — Zolote by the fact that the “Ukrainian side” was allegedly going 
to use it “for military purposes”.

The head of “LPR” states that they are ready to first open the checkpoints 
of Schastya, Luhanskaya village (the passage of cars). And then Zolote.

December 2016
On 17 December Popasna risks to be left without water and heat sup-

ply. The local water supply can be disconnected from electricity for the debts. 
If it happens, the populated areas in the territory controlled by the govern-
ment and near 1.2 million people on the territories temporarily uncontrolled 
by Ukraine can be left without water.

The company accumulated those debts because 90% of recycled water is 
sent by the company to the occupied territory and the payment doesn’t come 
from there.

For the period between 1 July 2015 and 1 December 2016 the debt of 
CE “Popasna Rayvodokanal” before ООО “LEO” constitutes UAH 124 million.
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The territory of Popasna water utility in Belohorivka

On 30 December in the village of Troitske there is no electricity and water 
as a result of the damages caused by the shelling.

January 2017
The executive committee of the town council continues the work on cre-

ating the list of the houses of the private sector that should be restored by 
charitable foundations in 2017.

According to the current project of Norwegian Refugee Council, 20 hou-
ses of the private sector are going to be restored in Popasna in 2017 that were 
partially or completely destroyed as a result of hostilities.

On 25 January the former participants of ATO started the third stage of 
blockade of trade with the occupied areas of Luhansk and Donetsk regions.

The railroad Luhansk-Lisichansk-Popasna is blocked on the span Girske-
Zolote. As a result of the actions of ATO participants 12 trains with a total of 
700 cars were blocked.

On 31 January the former participants of ATO who organized the block-
ade of the uncontrolled territories of Donbas promise to destroy the railroad 
in case of forceful liquidation of their redoubts.
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The representatives of the “blockade”

On the span of the railroad blocked by the ATO participants unidentified 
people cut off the rails leading to Popasna.

February 2017
On 1 February in the village of Vrubivka of the Popasna dirstict more than 

20 windows are smashed in the secondary school as a result of the shelling. 
There were also hits to the house on Schorsa Street, 2, the roof of the residen-
tial building no. 14 on Parkhomenko Street and the outbuildings in the yard of 
house no. 29 on Parkhomenko Street.

On 11 February the residents of Popasna report that they lodged more 
than 15 applications to law-enforcement bodies of Ukraine concerning looting 
and illegal taking of private household by the soldiers of UAF.

On 16 February the participants of the trade blockade of Donbas installed 
a roadblock on the car road near the village of Zolote in Luhansk region.

The activists state that in the near future they plan to install the road-
blocks on other car routes as well.

Petr Poroshenko in his turn states that Ukraine will not refuse the coal 
from the occupied territories.
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March 2017
On 1 March as a result of the shelling of Zolote-4 the windows were 

smashed in the houses on Nakhimova Street, 9/2, 10/2, 14/2, Komsomol-
skaya Street, 11/2, 2nd Svobodnaya Street, houses no. 77 to 94, Polevaya 
Street, houses no. 5, 8. Also a resident of Zolote-4, 1992 year of birth, was 
wounded.

On 4 March the locomotive and 57 empty cars that were blocked on 
25 January by unauthorized persons and the participants of the blockade on 
Shipilivka-Svetlisne span resumed movement.

On 22 March the bridge connecting Zolote-4 and Zolote-5 (between Rodina 
mine and Svobodniy uts) was partially blown up. The car connection is limited.

April 2017
On 4 April a 64-year old resident of the village of Troitske was hospitalized 

in the hospital of Popasna, diagnosed with “shrapnel wounds of both legs”. 
She sustained the injuries in the area of Troitske as a result of the explosion 
on a tripwire.

A mined graveyard in Popasna district
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On 7 April “Ukrzaliznytsya” appointed a new suburban train for the con-
nection Seversk — Popasna, it will run every day except Saturdays.

On 30 April the graveyard in Popasna underwent shelling. As a result of 
the shelling 21 graves were damaged and ruined.

May 2017
On 8 May the vicinity of Popasna and the town itself was shelled from 

high-caliber mortars.
As a result of the shelling a car was destroyed, a power line for the house 

on Pervomaiskaya Street, 144а was broken, and the windows were smashed 
in the house across the street. Also the windows were damaged in the house 
on Grushevskogo Street, 241.

On 14 May the local residents of Popasna complain that Ukrainian sol-
diers take the residential houses in the town illegally more and more often. 
KhPG monitors documented 11 of such cases.

On 23 May a resident of the town of Girske of 1984 year of birth, stated 
about the disappearance of her relative, a resident of Orekhove of 1885 year 
of birth. In the morning on 15.05.2017 the latter left for Popasna to get mate-
rial help for a single mother, leaving her child in the care of a neighbour. In the 
morning she called several times to ask how her daughter felt. The last call 
from her was received at 11-22 am: the woman reported that she was waiting 
for a bus on the bus stop. But she didn’t return home, she does not communi-
cate. Her cell phone is turned off.

According to fellow villagers that were returning via the same way, near 
11:40 am a SUV car with the emblems of the battalion “Kievskaya Rus” stopped 
near the victim. The passengers of the car asked the woman about something, 
but she sharply turned away instead of answering. Then two persons in military 
uniform jumped from the car and placed her in the car, bracing the victim’s 
arms behind her back. Then the car disappeared into an unknown direction.

June 2017
On 7 June the authorities consider the issue of evacuation of the children 

from the village of Novotoshkivske due to the shelling. The water line is damaged 
in the town as a result of the shelling, the houses are damaged by the fragments.
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July 2017
On 7 July, at 5:30 am in the town of Zolote-5 a pensioner of 1939 year of 

birth exploded on a tripwire. She received mine-blast injuries of lumbar area 
to the right and right shin.

On 9 July in Zolote the shelling damaged several buildings on Partizans-
kaya and Oktyabrskaya Streets.

On 10 July as a result of the shelling of the town of Zolote-4 the windows 
and roofs of the houses were damaged on the Street of 2nd Svobody.

On 15 July the areas of Zolote-4 controlled by the government had trou-
bles with electricity as a result of the shelling on 12 July.

On 16 July the residential sector of the town of Zolote was shelled. 
As a result of the shelling there were the split damages of the walls of the resi-
dential houses along Nakhimova, Partizanskaya and Proletarskaya Streets, 
the windows were smashed. The roof and windows are damaged in a house 
on Ostrovskogo Street. An anti-tank shell broke the roof in the house on Stu-
dencheskaya Street, and 82-mm mine exploded in the garden.

August 2017
On 2 august in the evening the shelling damaged the roof of a residential 

building in the village of Ekaterinivka.
On 3 August a 70-year old man was injured during shelling in the area of 

the village of Novoolexandrivka.
On 6 August the house of a local resident was hit by shrapnel and the 

power lines were damaged on Petrovskogo Street as a result of the shelling of 
the village of Katerinivka.

On 7 August local residents received shrapnel injuries as a result of the 
shelling of the village of Novoolexandrivka.

The human rights defenders learned that on 7 August Ukrainian military 
arbitrarily moved in the apartments of the local residents in the town of Zo-
lote-4 on Partizanskaya Street. That day the owner of the flat along with her 
husband returned from vacation. The outrage of the married couple hit the 
limit when people wearing military uniform didn’t let them in the house where 
their flat was located.

When asked by the family about the cause for refusal to let the couple 
in their own flat the soldiers replied that it is a military object now, the base-



83

ment is mined and the residents have nothing to do there. Consequently the 
married couple had to spend two nights between 7 and 10 August in the barn 
near their own house.

In the town of Popasna on Parusovka Street and up to the village of No-
voolexandrivka the fires erupted. According to the local residents, the fire 
fighters from Popasna decided not to leave to Novoolexandrivka.

On 9 August the Popasna police district received a report that the 
civilians were hospitalized: a man was diagnosed with a gunshot wound 
of the right shin and a woman who had bodily injuries in the form of bullet 
wounds, she died of the wounds in the hospital.

The female victim was celebrating her birthday with her 29-year old 
husband in the village of Troitske. At that time the soldiers arrived, they 
drank alcohol together. Later one of the soldiers started arguing with the 
victims, the argument turned into a fight. The conflict transcended the 
boundaries of the yard, one of the guests made several shots from an as-
sault rifle, as a result of which the woman and her husband were wounded.

On 11 August one of the schools was closed in the town of Popasna. 
OSCE SMM visited that school. The monitors saw 30-35 Ukrainian Armed 
Force soldiers, several military trucks as well as the crane and civil trucks 
that were used for construction in the school yard.

The ukrainian armed Force soldiers installed near the school the sign 
stating “No entry — entrance is prohibited”

The principal of the school told the members of SMM patrol that 
a week ago the civil and military administration of Popasna informed him 
about the planned closure of the school, considering the decrease in the 
number of pupils. According to him, before the start of the conflict there 
were 110 pupils in the school, now only 59 pupils remained.

On 11 August a 30-year old resident of Girske was injured attempting 
to dismantle a grenade.

November 2017
On 7 November in the “grey zone” near the town of Zolote the military 

discovered the remains of an 80-year old man who went missing last year, re-
turning from his relatives in Lisichansk home to Alchevsk. He died as a result 
of the explosion of a landmine.



On 13 November two soldiers who caused body injuries to a civilian 
woman were detained in the town of Popasna. Two soldiers arbitrarily left the 
military unit А-3715, taking two Kalashnikov assault rifles. The soldiers called 
a taxi and tried to persuade the driver, to bring them to Kharkiv — bypass-
ing the roadblocks. The driver refused, as it was very risky. Subsequently he 
brought the soldiers to the railway station of Popasna. There the soldiers ob-
tained alcohol and near 7 am they entered the apartment building and started 
knocking all the doors on their way. An elderly woman opened the door on 
the seventh floor — the soldiers opened fire from Kalashnikov assault rifles. 
Afterwards they left the house, started shooting in the air, then entered the 
next entrance. There on the stairs they were detained by the law-enforcement 
officers who answered the call.

A 63-year old woman with a bullet wound in her leg was hospitalized to 
local hospital.

On 17 November the outbuildings on Vodoprovodnaya Street were dam-
aged as a result of the shelling of Popasna, the windows were smashed in the 
Popasna police department, and the power line was damaged, 128 houses 
were left without electricity.

As a result of the shelling a little girl sustained injury in the form of a cut 
wound of the first finger of the left foot.
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Part 10 
THE LEGAL proCEdurES iniTiATEd 

AfTEr THE rESuLTS 
of THE moniTorinG

injuriES And dEATHS of CiviLiAnS 
AS A rESuLT of ArTiLLErY SHELLinG

SDC lawyers lead 11 cases concerning the injuries and deaths of civilians 
as a result of indiscriminate artillery and mortar shellings in the Popasna scet-
or. 7 of those cases concern deaths and 4 concern the injuries of the civilians. 
Many cases concern the shelling that had two and more victims (husband and 
wife, brothers, grandfather and grandson). In total there were 16 victims of 
hostilities in the cases led by SDC of KhPG, the residents of Popasna district 
(12 of them died and 4 were wounded). Below are the examples.

1. L. v. Ukraine
The applicant, mrs. L., is a single elderly woman that resides in urban-

type settlement (hereafter — uts.) Nizhne of Popasna district.
Near 6:30 am on 16 January 2015 the applicant was sleeping in her 

house. Suddenly an artillery shelling of Nizhne came from the direction of uts. 
Frunze of Luhansk region (a territory controlled by “LPR”). One of the shells hit 
the applicant’s house.

The applicant lost consciousness immediately after the explosion. 
She woke up in the hospital of Lisichansk. It turned out that after the shelling 
the neighbours found her under the rubble and took to the hospital. The ap-
plicant received closed craniocerebral injury and multiple shrapnel wounds of 
her left shin.

L. spent a week in the hospital, after that she returned to Nizhne. It 
turned out that a fire started as a result of the shell explosion. Since the 
shelling was still going on and the fire fighters couldn’t arrive for some time 
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the applicant’s house burnt down completely, with all items, household ap-
plicnces and furniture. With the help of the volunteers the applicant rented 
a room and resides there even now. She didn’t receive any compensation 
from the state.

The applicant requested the legal help from the members of KhPG moni-
toring group who subsequently gave the materials to the lawyers of SDC.

The investigation of that event was started by the police on the day of the 
shelling, but subsequently the investigative measures were not conducted. 
The applicant was not questioned as a victim, there wasn’t a forensic exami-
nation of her injuries, even the neighbours weren’t questioned.

The applicant also notified the Investigative Committee of the Russian 
Federation about that (hereafter — IC RF). Since summer 2014The town of 
Frunze (from the direction of which came the shelling) is under control of the 
“LPR” which is in turn controlled by Russian Federation, the fact that was 
admitted by Parlament Assembly of the Council of Europe. Considering that, 
the applicant believes that RF effectively controlled those territories during 
the event. Therefore the law-enforcement bodies of that country should have 
conducted the investigation of the accident. An investigator from IC RF sent 
the applicant an official answer saying that a request to the authorized bodies 
of Ukraine was prepared in order to check the information contained in her 
application.

Considering the fact that the investigative bodies of Ukraine and Russia 
didn’t conduct an effective investigation of the event, SDC lawyers drafted an 
application to ECHR on the fact of the Russian Federation and Ukraine violat-
ing the Articles 2, 3, 8 and 13 of the Convention, as well as Article 1of Protocol 
no. 1 to the Convention.

2. Case of Ch.
Mr. Ch., hereafter — the applicant, resides in a private house in the town 

of Popasna in Luhansk region. The applicant’s elderly father, wife and two 
children lived with him.

The town of Popasna is less than 15 kilometers away from the town of 
Pervomaisk (controlled by the militants of so-called “LPR”). In view of this the 
artillery shelling of the eastern part of Popasna from the direction of Pervo-
maisk has systemic nature.
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On 24 January 2015 there was an artillery shelling of Popasna at the 
time of dinner. One of the shells hit the yard of the applicant’s house where at 
the time was the applicant’s father. After the hit the garage caught fire. At first 
the applicant ran to his father, but after seeing that he was already dead the 
applicant started extinguishing the fire. As a result the applicant received leg 
burns of II/III stages and his garage completely burnt down along with the 
scooter and other items that were there.

The criminal investigation of that event started on the same day. How-
ever the applicant subsequently wasn’t invited to the investigative measures. 
Only after two and a half years the criminal case file was handed over to the 
Security Service of Ukraine and the applicant was notified about it. It indicates 
that the investigation of the circumstances of death of the applicant’s father 
wasn’t conducted this entire time.

Subsequently the applicant turned to the lawyers of SDC asking to help 
him in his attempts to achieve the necessary investigation of his father’s 
death and destruction of hios property. The lawyer drafted two applications to 
familiarize himself with the course of the investigation, but the investigator of 
SSU left them unanswered.

The applicant believes that the Russian Federation holds effective control 
over the territory of Pervomaisk (see the description of L. v. Ukraine). There-
fore he lodged a statement of crime to IC RF in which he told about the event. 
But he didn’t receive an answer.

THE CiviLiAnS 
wHo wErE injurEd on THE “TripwirES” 

pLACEd nEAr THE pLACES of THEir LivinG 
or on THEir rEGuLAr rouTES

1. The case of М.
Mr. М., hereafter — the applicant, lives in the town of Zolote-4 of Popasna 

Raion in Luhansk region.
Since 2014 till now the town of Zolote is one of the lines of the armed 

conflict between the units of Ukrainian Armed Force and the militants of self-
proclaimed “LPR”. The eastern blocks of the town around Maryevka railway 
station are controlled by so-called “LPR”. To get to the part of the town that is 
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controlled by the militants (to see their relatives, to visit their job or for other 
reasons) the local residents have to use the paths without military check-
points. Very often such paths in the conflict zone are mined and the local 
residents explode there.

Near 9 am on 8 November 2016 the applicant went with his mother to 
see his aunt whose house was in the part of Zolote controlled by the militants 
of “LPR”. 50 meters before the destination the applicant stepped on a “trip-
wire”. There was an explosion. The applicant received the following injuries: 
“shrapnel wound of the right eye with destruction of the eyeball, the crushing 
of the upper and lower eyelids. Closed craniocerebral injury. Brain concussion. 
Bullet shard fracture of the lower chin to the right, zygomatic arch to the right. 
Multiple shrapnel wounds of chest area and right shoulder”.

The criminal proceedings to investigate the applicant’s injuries was initi-
ated in the day of the accident. However, his questioning as a victim wasn’t 
conducted, and he wasn’t notified of any information concerning the investi-
gation. Subsequently the applicant lodged the petitions to familiarize with the 
course of investigation, but he didn’t receive answers.

The explosion occurred on a territory under effective control of the Rus-
sian Federation through the support of the so-called “LPR”. Therefore the 
applicant lodged a statement of crime to IC RF.

The applicant turned to monitoring group of KhPG asking to provide him 
legal help. The materials were handed to SDC lawyer who prepares the ap-
plication to ECHR against the Russian Federation and Ukraine concerning the 
violation of rights guaranteed by articles 2 and 3 of the Convention.

dEATH of CiviLiAnS AS A rESuLT 
of GunSHoT woundS from SmALL ArmS

1. The case of S.
Mr. S., hereafter — the applicant, lived with his mother in the private 

house in the town of Zolote.
On 22 August 2016 at 10 pm the applicant and his mother went to their 

bedrooms. Suddenly the applicant heard the glass break in the next room. 
He went there and saw that his mother, was lying on the bed and she had 
blood on her arm and nightdress. After that he discovered that the bullet broke 
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the window and went through his mother’s arm and into her chest. The appli-
cant’s mother died on the spot from the wound.

On 23 August 2016 the investigative group came to the applicant’s house, 
they conducted the search of the place of accident and took his mother’s body. 
The applicant didn’t receive any other information about the investigation, he 
wasn’t invited to the investigator to conduct the investigative measures.

In summer 2017 the applicant turned to Kharkiv Human Rights Protec-
tion Group for legal assistance.

THE dAmAGE And TAkinG 
of THE CiviLiAn propErTY in ATo ZonE

1. The case of P.
Mister P., hereafter — the applicant, with his wife, son and daughter lives 

in a private house in uts. Nizhne of the Popasna Raion.
On 16 January 2015 as a result of an artillery shelling the applicant’s 

house was damaged by shrapnel and blast wave. The applicant and his family 
were in the basement. As a result of the shelling the roof was damaged by the 
shrapnel and one of the concrete walls was breached.

In summer 2016 the applicant turned to a lawyer of the monitoring group 
of KhPG.

The lawyers of SDC drafted the statements of a criminal offence on the fact 
of damage of property to the Investigative Committee of RF. Later the lawyers of 
SDC received the answer of an investigator from IC RF that the request to the 
authorized bodies of Ukraine was prepared on the facts of application in order 
to check the submissions contained in the application. The lawyers lodged the 
application to conduct the investigative measures to SSU — the body that deals 
with the investigation of the event in Ukraine. The application was allowed, but 
as far as the applicant knows, there weren’t any investigative measures.

2. Case of St.
Mrs. St. (hereafter — the applicant) lived with her husband in their flat in 

the town of Zolote-4.
One of the entrances to the apartment building where the applicant lived 

was taken by the military of an unspecified unit of Ukrainian Armed Forces. 



They used the empty flats to live and monitor the positions of the enemy that 
were situated nearby.

In the late July 2017 the applicant with her husband went for vacation 
for a week. On 7 August 2017 when they returned to Zolote-4, they discovered 
that their entrance was also taken by the military. The applicant and her hus-
band were not allowed into their flat even for a short time, to take their money, 
documents and the items of prime necessity.

Currently the applicant and her husband live at their daughter’s house in 
the town of Popasna.

The applicant turned to the lawyers of SDC via a phone.
The lawyer drafted a crime statement (Article 433 of CC of Ukraine — vio-

lence against the population in the war zone) to General Prosecutor’s Office 
of Ukraine.
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Part 11 
ConCLuSionS

The disposition of military units of UAF and MIA within the limits of popu-
lated areas on the line of demarcation and leading the hostilities from the 
residential blocks resulted in the fact that the residentian buildings under-
went the retaliatory shellings, and that in turn resulted in the victims among 
the civilians and damage. Such situation was documented by the monitors 
in Zolote, Troitske and Novotoshkivske. Furthermore, the monitors received 
the evidence of the eyewitnesses that UAF open fire on the enemy from the 
residential buildings, in the nearest vicinity of the areas of resifence of civilian 
population, calling for the retaliatory fire on the residential blocks and lethally 
endangering the local population (Zolote). …

Since the beginning of 2017 all units of UAF and MIA on combat duty on 
the line of demarcation received the order to completely limit the movement of 
civilians across the line of demarcation outside of check-in/out points. CIOP “Zo-
lote” that was opened on 31 March 2016 didn’t begin the passage procedures 
because of inconsistency of its position with the representatives of the so-called 
“LPR” (the representatives of the so-called “LPR” insisted on opening the transi-
tion in other place, but the Ukrainian side refused to consider their opinion, as 
a result the transition through CIOP “Zolote” doesn’t function). The residents of 
Zolote, Pervomaisk, Girske, Popasna and other populated areas of the district 
who needed to cross the line of demarcation after it was prohibited to cross 
the line on CIOP have to travel more than 300 km to get to their relatives living, 
for example, in Pervomaisk, Stakhanov or Zolote-6, by crossing through CIOP 
“Mayorskoye” or “Luhanskaya village”, while the direct transition is no more 
than 10 km. This situation causes a great outrage among the local population.

Some of the soldiers of UAF and MIA express aggression, disrespect-
ful behavior, discrimination based on the place of residence and other signs 
when communicating with local residents (Zolote, Troitske). Such signs also 
serve as an annoying factor for the local population and form the negative 
disposition towards UAF, MIA andf Ukrainian state in general.



In most cases when the private households are temporarily taken by the 
representatives of UAF, there remains the unresolved question of payment for 
utilities (Zolote, Troitske).

The monitors were also addressed by the locals, the owners of the resi-
dential houses taken by the soldiers of UAF, who received the checks for tens 
of thousands of hrivnias for the consumed gas and electricity. The attempts to 
resolve the issue of paying the debts for utilities with the battalion command 
were never successful. It is necessary to bring in order the contractual rela-
tionship between MD and MIA of Ukraine and the enterprises that supply the 
utilities, to avoid billing the homeowners for consumed services. This problem 
has a systemic nature and is documented by the monitors in many settle-
ments along the line of demarcation.

There was no examination of land resources in order to determine the 
quantity of agricultural lands, withdrawn from circulation by the hostilities and 
unfit for further use. A number of farms as of June 2017 don’t have the possibi-
lity to use those lands because of the placement of the UAF fortifications or their 
complete unfitness due to the destruction of fertile layer by the hostilities.

There is practically no restoration of the destroyed housing in the populated 
areas situated on the very demarcation line because there is a high probability 
of a repeated destruction. The residents can’t restore their destroyed houses on 
their own because of the lack of sources of income and earnings. The ruined 
infrastructure — bridges, roads and other objects — is not restored.
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rECommEndATion

Ensure the civilians’ right to freedom of movement across the line of 
demarcation by creating the additional transport corridors, simplifying the 
passage procedures when organizing the local transfers.

Without delay amend the procedure of paying the pensions, the proce-
dure of their registration and the accounting. The authorities must organize 
the possibility to receive pension for all people to whom it is due on the con-
trolled territories, without any additional conditions, and regardless of the 
place of real residence of those people.

Regulate the issue of land relationship with those subjects of economic 
activity whose lands were occupied by the fortifications of the Ukrainian army.

Consult with the public and deal with the issue of urgent election of dep-
uties for local councils in the separate territories of Luhansk region, where 
those elections were cancelled by the decision of CEC, to realize the right 
of Ukrainian nationals living in this territories to participate in the local self-
government.

Develop and adopt the program of restoration of the housing that was 
destroyed or damaged during the hostilities.

Consider the issue of safety of the local residents as a priority when plac-
ing the UAF soldiers on the territory of the populated areas, to not allow the 
use of local residents as “living shield” while placing the units between the 
residential blocks and subjecting the resident their homes and infrastructure 
objects to the risk of shelling.
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